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Two men from Hollywood went to Kenya: one writes of their experiences 
here—the other stayed to help the Kikuyu in their struggle for freedom 


MY MEETING WITH 
A MAU MAU LEADER 


He was smuggled into our hotel in Nairobi 
We still had enough of the old newspaper 
spirit to get both sides of a story 


HIROSHIMA BOMB CLAIMS NEW 
VICTIMS, AND SCIENTIST WARNS— 


Atomic explosions 
endanger whole 
human race 


NE of the world’s foremost experts 

on genetics, Dr. A. H. Sturtevant 

of the California Institute of Techno- 

logy says that the whole human race is 

exposing itself to risks through atomic 
explosions. 


A report in the New York Times last month 
quotes Dr. Sturtevant as saying that every 
geneticist knows that high energy radiation— 
such as that produced by atomic bombs—pro- 
duces changes in human genes. Genes are the 
chemical elements that control what physical 
and mental characteristics every person in- 
herits from his partents and those he will pass 
on to his children. 


Most of the gene changes caused by radia- 
tion are disadvantageous, says Dr. Sturtevant. A 
certain amount of high energy radiation 
always exists in nature, but over the millenia 
it has already produced a stock of defective 
human genes that have had serious effects in 
every generation. Any increase in the amount 
of radiation increases the number of defective 
genes, he adds. 

Dr. Sturtevant goes on: “The effects of 
successive exposures are cumulative. They are 
permanent in the descendents of the affected 
genes. There is no recovery. The overwhelm- 
ing majority of mutations is deleterious. They 
seriously affect the efficiency of individuals in 
later generations in which they come to expres- 
sion. They may lead to early death, or to any 
of a wide variety of defects, often gross ones. 

“There is no possible escape from the 
conclusion that the bombs already exploded 
will ultimately: result in the production of 
numerous defective individuals—if the 
human race itself survives for many genera- 
tions. 

“Every new bomb exploded, since its radio- 
active products are widely dispersed over the 
earth, will result in an increase in this ultimate 
harvest of defective individuals.” Grim 
evidence of the truth of Dr. Sturtevant’s con- 
clusions was given in Tokyo this week when 
the death was reported of another Hiroshima 
victim—68-year-old Katsu. Yamane, who 
walked into the city after the first A-bomb 
fell. 

An 18-year-old student, Ryo Chiba, was 
also reported to have developed radiation 
disease. 

He was in Hiroshima at the time of the 
atomic bombing—then aged nine. His mother 
and sister were killed and he suffered loss of 
hair, but no more. Now, nine years later, he 
has been admitted to hospital with leukaemia, 
a blood disease believed to result in this case 
from the effects of atomic radiation. This 
disease is usually fatal. 


Churches must 
back Huddleston 


ANYBODY who wanted suggestions as to 

how to help the cause of colonial freedom 
would have come away from a day school in 
Speen? ad Saal? last Saturday with a buzzing 
head. 

The school, organised by the local Peace 
Council (affiliated to the National Peace 
Council), was discussing the ‘“ Challenge of 
Africa.” The suggestions for meeting that 
challenge came thick and fast. They were: 

t. Political: Set a date for self-govern- 
ment of all colonial territories, in consulta- 
tion with local independence leaders. Use 
the waiting period to extend democratic 
institutions in the areas. 

2. Economic: Urge the Government, the 
United Nations Agencies and voluntary 
organisations to join in the War on Want 
and disease. _ Promote more co-operatives. 

3. Social: Establish friendly contacts with 
groups and villages in Africa. Women’s 
organisations in Wolverhampton were 
already in touch with groups ’in West 
Africa and elsewhere. They exchanged 
correspondence, craft work and visits. 

4. Religious : Work for the stimulation of 
the Christian conscience in these matters. 
Urge the Church to back its most daring 
representatives (like Trevor Huddleston in 
South Africa). Make it clear that the colour 
bar is un-Christian. 

‘§. Personal; Abandon the colour bar in 
one’s own life. | Invite Africans into one’s 
home, club and local organisation. In towns 
where coloured immigrants are now living, 
set up bodies to help them become adjusted 
to British life and erase colour prejudice. 
The school, which was held at the excellent 

adult education centre Compton Grange, owed 
much to the work of Miss Frances Wilson, the 
Peace Council Secretary. Tom Wardle of Peace 
News was the lecturer. 


By PAUL 


CLARKE 


When early last month it was announced that “ Field Marshal ” 
Olekisio, Mau Mau’s No. 2 leader had been killed, the news brought 
back vividly to Paul Clarke recollections of a visit to Kenya as a 
Hollywood press agent eighteen months earlier. 

Paul Clarke and Edward Boltolph, Public Relations Chief, had been sent to 


Kenya by one of the big US studios to prepare for some “ shots” for a new film. 
This abridged report is printed by courtesy of the Editor of Catholic Worker in the 


current number of which it appears in full. 


IHE Kenya Colony covers an area of 
about 224,000 square miles and lies 
inside the East African Coast almost on 
the Equator. The capital is Nairobi and, 
in physical appearance, this city is not 
much different from the average Ameri- 
can town of comparable size. But it has 
an exotic atmosphere so thick you almost 
taste it. 


The population is a mixture of Europeans 
(urbane men and chic women), Sikhs in 
turbans, Tam o’shantered soldiers of the Black 
Watch, fezzed Moslems, sleek Hindus and 
weirdly-garbed African natives, who come into 
town from the surrounding bush country to do 
odd, menial jobs. The district’s basic economy 
it agriculture, but there are men engaged in 
other mundane occupations, as well as such 
bizarre ones as leading a wild animal hunting 
safari. 


Boltolph and I had our first inkling that 
something was wrong in Nairobi as soon as 
we stepped off the plane. Our party was met 
by a British Army officer and two civil ser- 
vants. The trio presented themselves, parried all 
questions politely, and firmly piloted us toward 
two military cars parked beside the airfield 
apron. Boltolph and I were put in the first 
car, with the officials, and the rest of our crew 
tumbled into the second. We were annoyed, 
but there was little else for us to do. 


BEVOLVEBS 


As our car left the airfield behind and began 
to move through Nairobi’s streets, I slowly 
became aware of something strange. Every 
European on the sidewalks appeared to be 
carrying a revolver, Well-dressed British 
housewives, strolling along on shopping tours, 
had the black, ominous butt of an automatic 

eking out from their handbags. The sedate 

usinessmen, hurrying along from deal to deal, 
sported that suspicious under-the-arm bulge 
that we Americans associate with the gangsters 
of the Prohibition era. 


I didn’t like it. The air was close and 
tense and supercharged. It brought to my 
mind the bitter memory of a small Southem 
town, back in the Thirties. I had been sent 
down to cover the scheduled lynching of a 
Negro rape suspect. My editor had received 
an anonymous tip that the townspeople, 
impatient with due process and other civil 
rights frivolities, had such a fiesta on the 
agenda and he wanted an exclusive, eye-wit- 
aes account of the affair to boost circula- 
tion. 


The atmosphere in that town, I remembered, 
had been electric ; faces were icy with hatred ; 
the actions of the people were nervous and 
jerky. One was almost afraid to strike a 
match, lest the whole village explode. Such 
bi the climate of Nairobi, and I wondered 
why. 


But we don’t need guns 


in HAT gives here?”, I burst out, 
suddenly. “‘How come every one 
packs a gun?” 


“Yeah,” Boltolph joined in, “TI noticed that, 
too. Except for the clothes, this looks like the 
set for a horse opera.” 


The British officer, whose name was Preston, 
explained. He was painstakingly explicit. 
“ That,” he said, “is je we are now on our 
way to the Memorial Building. It is the 
Colony’s administrative headquarters, and we 


Africans rounded up 


are going to arrange for you gentlemen to 
carry guns.” 


“ But, we don’t need guns,” Boltolph pro- 
tested. “We're here to shoot a movie, not 
people or animals. You must have picked 
up the wrong party, Buster.” 


“No, we did not,” Preston answered, 
obviously annoyed at my friend’s familiarity. 
“Kenya is a rather unpleasant place these 
days, with this Mau Mau business. It is best 
for all white personnel in the district to take 
proper sclf-protective measures.” 


“Mau Mau? What’s that? It sounds like a 


CO-OP PARTY MOTION URGES— 


Close bases; send 


U.S. forces home 


A COMPOSITE motion calling for the 
dismantling of American air bases in 
this country and the withdrawal of all 


American personnel is on the agenda for 


the Conference of the London Co-opera- 
tive Party to be held next month. 


It will be moved by Bow branch whose 
members live in the heavily-blitzed East End 
of London. 


A resolution on atomic weapons contains a 
proposal that the British Government “in the 
name of humanity” shall give a lead in ban- 
ning the hydrogen bomb. This will be moved 
by the North Hendon Branch. Wembly North 
is to move a resolution calling for the admis- 
sion of China to UN. 


North Tottenham call for the abolition of 
compulsory military service as “a serious 
breach of civil liberty.” East Leyton is to move 
an amendment which incongruously would 
reduce the term of compulsory service for the 
same reason. 


In a resolution dealing with co-operative 
assistance in the colonies the interesting sug- 
gestion is made that the London Co-operative 
Society might adopt a small struggling Co- 
operative Society in the Colonies so that 
London Co-operators “can know at first hand 
some of the problems of colonial societies and 
can render practical advice and help.” 


DISARMAMENT 


| want to see Britain 
lead—Dr. SOPER 


= I AM proud of being an Englishman, and 
I want to see my country lead the way by 
abandoning armaments.” 


A crowd of 300 people heard Dr. Donald 
Soper make this declaration at a lunch-hour 
meeting outside Sheffield City Hall recently 
organised by the local Peace Pledge Union 
Group. 


His subject was “It must be pacifism.” He 
urged pacifists to join a political party and to 
work within it for peace, offering to give more 
specific advice as to which party after the 
meeting. 


Dr. Schweitzer to speak on 
‘Peace and the Modern World’ 


Dr. Albert Schweitzer is due to go to Oslo to 
deliver an address as the recipient of the 
Nobel Peace Prize which was_ granted 
him last year. The title of his address is: 
“Peace and the Modern World. 


by the Kenya police 


cat crying.” Boltolph’s feeble wise-crack drew 
no response. The Army officer passed around 
a package of Players, lit one himself and then 
explained : 


“ Personally, I think Mau Mau is a disease. 
And the Kikuyus—the largest tribe in this area 
—appear to be its special victims. It is a 
secret society and no one really knows how or 
when it started. Official quarters first heard of 
the Mau Mau back in 1946. Rumours began 
to drift into us that the Kikuyus had formed 
a secret society among themselves . . . perform- 
ing weird rites in the forest—practising witch- 
craft and that sort of thing. I’m afraid we 
didn’t pay too much attention to the yarns. 
Matter of fact, we realise now we missed the 
full import of the society . . . missed it com- 
pletely.” 


“What import?” Boltolph broke in. “ What 
possible import is there in a group of natives 
reverting to type? ” 


“The import was both political and racial. 
As I said, we failed to appraise it properly 
and today, six years later, that secret society 
is spreading terror and fear over the 
countryside.” 


Preston paused as a command car roared 
past us, headed in the opposite direction. It 
was closely followed by a lorry, loaded with 
native police, rifles at the ready. As it trundled 
towards the airfield, the Britisher continued: 


REAL HARDSHIP 


“Even at this late date, we only have a 
handful of facts on the Mau Mau. We know 
the bulk of the membership is Kikuyu, with 
some Masai and a few Kisii. We know they 
are sworn to drive all Europeans from this 
district, to kill them all, if necessary, and the 
Christianised natives, too. And, there seems to 
be a bit of financial chicanery. We hear 
natives pay from one to two pounds initiation 
fees. This is not great until you realise that the 
average Kikuyu worker, male and female, 
earns only from two to three pounds monthly. 
This means the initiation fee represents a real 
hardship, so the society must have a tremen- 
dous a of 


“IT can understand that,” Boltolph said. 
“You make sure their standard of living isn’t 
too great, don’t you? Paying them ten to 
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VOICES FROM AMERICA 


HE greatest danger that threatens the 


not that some nation will deliberately set out to launch 
a world war, but that, relying on the general recognition of 
the total devastation that world war will bring, some 
government will take a step too far in the power struggle (a step 
that may quite conceivably be taken with a view to adding to its 
security) on the assumption that the other governments will with- 


hold counter-action in the fear of precipitating 


It is this factor that makes so irrelevant the assurances that 
good folk bring us when they have visited Russia (or America) 
that there is a universal desire for peace in Russia (or in America). 
Of course they desire peace. Nobody wants to invite personal 
vapourisation by an atom bomb. This docs not mean, however, 
that they will not be capable of supporting their government in 


the very step that may precipitate war. 


* * 


We believe that following the war, up to 


ago (until, that is to say, the death of Stalin, and also the shifting 
of the balance in atomic power) it was the Russians who were 
most most likely to have made the move which without being 
directed to plunging the world into war, was yet nevertheless 
likely to create a situation in which war might follow, Today we 


believe the Americans are in that position. 


In a recent number of Collier’s, Senator Knowland, the 
leader of the US Republican Party wrote that “We must be r 
willing to fight now”; not ready, be it noted, but willing. This 
was the only way to “stop the Communists.’ 
we now learn that Senator Knowland took a gloomy view of the 
proposal of Mr. Dulles and Admiral Radford to intervene with 
“tactical”? atomic weapons at the time of the Dien Bien Phu 


battle, but the fact that he has subsequently felt 


in the strain of the Collier’s article is an indication of the terribly 


precarious basis upon which peace may stand. 


Senator Knowland and Admiral Radford are by no means 
alone among prominent figures in America who are willing to risk 
world catastrophe in seeking their own security. 
on those In the US who take the view that it would be “ better to 
have a preventive war now than later” Drew Pearson said of 
General Van Fleet, special adviser to President Eisenhower, that 
“he is so rabid on the subject that he talks to almost everyone.” 


* * 


With the constant stream of inflammatory advocacy we have 
to listen to from America It is a relief to read of Mr. Adlai Steven- 
son’s book * Call to Greatness,” from which The Times has 


* I¢ is true that 


mer, 


‘ Although at the time that conference 
world today is| seemed to have produced no tangible 
results, Peace News urged that the full 
importance of it would not be realised 
until the UN Assembly met. 

That now proves to be the case, and 
is a good reason for the acceptance of 
the Canadian proposals that when the 
present discussion in the Political Com- 
mittee of UN is adjourned, the same 
interested Powers, who met as a sub- 
committee in London, should meet again 
in private in a new attempt to reach an 
agreement which they could report to 
the UN Disarmament Commission. 

If that is done we believe that there 
is some hope of an important step at 
last being taken towards a measure of 


total destruction. 


agreed disarmament. 


about two years 


importance. 


Adenauer. 
impelled to write ; 
production. 


Wednesday. Mr. Eden, 


Writing recently until after the signing. 


details regarding 

armaments and 

Brussels Treaty. 
Friday. Ministerial 


A bigistep: forward on 
disarmament 


} USSIA has taken a big step at UN 

‘in moving from her original pro- 
posal on disarmament to that proposed 
by Britain and France at the London 
Disarmament Conference in the sum- 


But more effective progress could be 
made if Britain would invite Russia and 
the US to join in a policy of complete 
disarmament with the express intimation 
that if either or both refused Britain 
would proceed to disarm on her own. 


By-passing Parliament 


Tuesday. M. Mendes-France and Dr. wos : , 
Subject: The future of Campaign” of non-violent resistance to 


the Saar and the control of arms 


Dulles, the 
M. Mendes-France and Dr. Aden- 
auer, Signing of treaties to restore 
German sovereignty. Details secret 


Thursday. Nine Powers. To approve 
supervision of 
extension of 


Council of 
NATO. To approve London Agree- 
ments in their final form and to 
invite Germany to join NATO. 


We would have thought that the meet- 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


possible a revision of American policy 
which is long overdue, and enable the 
President’s aspirations for peace to take 
the place of the cold war programme 
of Mr. Dulles and some of his friends. 


Education in S. Africa 


TINHE latest attempt to suppress any 

kind of difference from the Govern- 
ment point of view in South Africa is 
contained in the Bantu Education Act. 
This Act requires all bodies responsible 
for Bantu (African) education to con- 
form to certain requirements laid down 
by the Government. 


Most of the schools for African 
children in South Africa are run by 
Christian missions and it is considered 
by many that their teaching programmes 
could not be altered to suit the Govern- 
ment’s wishes without losing their 
Christian character. It is obvious that 
the Government have been worried by 
the fact that Christian mission teaching 
did not produce Africans who were 


TINHIS week will have seen a series of docile and unresisting in the face of the 
meetings in connection with Ger- 
man rearmament of more than usual 


stern ‘‘apartheid” (segregation) meas- 
ures adopted by the Government. It 
was largely mission-schooled men and 
women who led the famous ‘“ Defiance 


unjust laws in 1952-53. 


To- make sure that the missions obey, 
Government have added certain 
regulations to the Act to provide for 
the cancellation of leases on sites occu- 
pied by mission schools. 


The true intention of the Government 
is made clear in_a circular apanins 
the regulations. Clause five reads: 


“Owing to the intervention by 
representatives of certain church and 
other bodies in matters outside the 
scope of the work they should under- 
take amongst Natives, it has been 
decided that provision should be made 
for the cancellation of leases (for 


co-operation with other bodies in a sus- 
tained campaign of public education 
about the meaning of what is going on 
in the Union. 


The strikes 


qt is to be hoped that the incon- 
__ venience caused to so many by the 
strikes will produce not irritation but a 
real attempt on the part of the general 
public to understand what lies behind 
them. We do not believe with Mr. 
Deakin that they have a common origin 
in Communist tactics. Mr. Barrett, of 
the Stevedores’ Union, is not a Com- 
munist nor indeed is it Communist 
policy to favour the splinter unions such 
as he is accused of creating as against 
the large all-embracing organisations. 


The root of the trouble lies in the 
complete failure of the officials of the 
gigantic Transport and General Work- 
ers’ Union to win and keep the loyalty 
of its members. They have largely lost 
touch with the men at the docks and 
in the garages. 

It is a further example of the danger 
referred to recently in Peace News over 
the casting of bloc votes at the TUC 
and Labour Party Conference without 
any altempt to ascertain the views of 
individual members. 


The original purpose behind such 
amalgamations was to increase the bar- 
gaining power of the employees, but the 
danger comes when increased power in 
the hands of officials lays them open to 
the corruptive influence of which Lord 
Acton gave warning. Unless officials are 
all the more careful to maintain as ip- 
tumate a contact as possible with the 
membership and to win their confidence, 
they become dictators accepting condi- 
tions for their members without con- 
sulting them and even perhaps against 
what the members regard as their proper 
interests. 


C.D. against Russonia 


WHEN the name “Russonia” was used 

_.. to label the attackers in a North 
Riding County Council CD exercise 
recently, Thornaby (Yorks) Council pro- 
tested. 

The News Chronicle (October 14) re- 
ported a councillor as saying “the name 
is in the worst possible taste.” 


It might have been bad taste, but it 
was exactly in line with the training 
given at the Civil Defence Staff College 
to the “top brass”"—Town Clerks, 
Chief Constables and Chairmen of CD 
Committees. 


Lectures at the College include an 
appraisal of the world situation: “Keep- 
ing Russia as far from the European 
coast line as possible is a determining 
factor in the ‘build up’ of our CD 
organisation,” reads a note from one of 
the talks. 

The local CD Controller, the lectures 
emphasise, must be a “leader of per- 
sonality capable of keeping up morale. 
Wars are won by offensive action and 


recently printed a number of extracts, There are many assump- 
tions made in the book with which pacifists will be at issuc. 
There are even in these extracts certain unreconciled passages that 
suggest that Mr. Stevenson will have to push further his critical 
examination of current ideas. And, of course, behind all the 
salutary thinking in the book there is the fact that Mr, Stevenson 
is a leading member of a political party, a great many of whose 
members talk very differently from him, and that he may in the 
future find himself, as has President Eisenhower, a prisoner in 
the hands of the least desirable elements in his Party. 


Nevertheless the book is something of a portent and a reason 
for hope. Mr. Stevenson remarks that “ Co-existence ” does not 
mean “to find ways to live in harmony with the adversary ; it 
is to find ways to live beside him.” We feel we cannot do better 
than conclude this article with the passage in which he forcefully 
puts the case for such co-existence : 


ings on Thursday and Friday should 
have been postponed until after the 
House of Commons has had the oppor- 
tunity of discussing the London Pact 
and until the French Assembly had 
reached a decision, for the Thursday 
meeting will have virtually set the seal 
on the British pledge to maintain four 
divisions and a tactical air force in 
Europe indefinitely, and the Friday 
meeting will have made West Germany 
a member of NATO. 


The whole process seems unhappily 
like the rush of the Gadarene swine to 
their destruction. 


We can only hope that the House of 


mission and other sites in locations 
or native villages) if the activities of 
any such representative outside the 
normal scope of his work is of a sub- 
versive nature or might tend to or 
lead to or encourage deterioration in 
the relationship between the Natives 
and governmental persons or bodies 
if not to out and out defiance or 
breaches of the law. A clause in the 
model Deed of Lease and Permission 
to Occupy attached provides for the 
cancellation, without compensation, of 
the occupational rights in such cases.” 


Father Huddlesten’s 


Our first job, it scems to me, is to school ourselves Commons will express the gravest con- lan we must instill an offensive spirit in CD 
in cold-eyed humility ; to recognise that our wisdom is cern at such vital steps being taken P ; with plenty of action. Pp Cc 
imperfect and that our capabilities are limited. without previous consultation with them JN a recent article in the Sunday 


“If we can waste the effect of an 
atom bomb we have achieved the 
equivalent effect of the loss of a battle- 
ship. 

_ “We cannot defend ourselves by pas- 
sive means. The offensive spirit must be 
cultivated. 

“We do not evacuate to save people. 
We evacuate to win war.” Hitler could 
not have phrased it more neatly. 


and in such a way as is meant to tie 
their hands and render any further dis- 
cussion with the Soviet Union infinitely 


‘Observer, Father Trevor Huddle- 
ston, of Johannesburg, appeals to artists 
and others overseas to operate a “ cul- 
tural boycott” of South Africa. 


lf performers refused to accept en- 
gagements in the Union he believes it 
would help the white people of the 
country to wake up to a realisation of 
how they are regarded by the rest of 
the world. This would have the effect 


Many of the really hard problems in international 
relations may never be “solved” at all. The conflict 
between Muslim and Christian, which dominated world d f : 0 
politics for some 300 years, was nee ied, len more difficult, if not impossible. 
and Christianity learnt to live together an e problem 
was subAterpeduitt the newer and more urgent problems Dulles should go 
of the Renaissance, the Age of Discovery, and, finally, qt would be a mistake to suppose that 
the Industrial Revolution. So with the Thirty Years War, Mr. Foster Dulles is a permanent 
which also started as a conflict between two ideologies, feature of the Republican administra- 
Protestant and Catholic. The underlying issues were tion in the USA: 


never settled because they were logically irreconcilable ; 
but they did cease to preoccupy the minds of men, as 
egan to emerge as more 


nationalism and class conflict 
pressing issues. 


It is at least conceivable that the ideological conflicts 
of our own time will defy solution, in similar fashion, — 
but will be replaced by other problems which we cannot 


now foresee. 


Although, then, we may not set out to live in harmony, a new 


harmony may emerge In the new problems 
solved. 


PORTENTS 


TOUR weeks ago I began this weekly letter 
© with a reference to the peaceful way in 
which de-segregation — the ending of 
the colour bar — had been put into 
effect in the public schools of Washington, 
D.C. Subsequently an adventurer with a shady 
reputation for financial dealing named Bryant 

. Bowles founded the National Association 
for the Advancement of White People (the 
name itself suggests how revolutionary a 
change is under way) and succeeded in getting 
a school board in a near-by Delaware town 
to restore segregation to its schools. 


It is perhaps on the whole a good thing 
that the agitation spread for a time and that 
there were student (white) strikes against inte- 
grated schools in a number of other places 
including border cities like Washington and 
Baltimore. I say that this was in a sense 
a good thing, because there was, of course, 
a considerable amount of suppressed resent- 
ment. 


This resentment found expression and some 

ople probably experienced a certain relief 
y this means. But the crucial point is that 
we now know that-—with the possible excep- 
tion of some places in the Deep South and 
even they may not prove to be exceptions when 
the test comes after the Supreme Court sets 
forth the steps by which its anti-segregation 
decision of last spring is to be implemented 
—it is no longer possible to draw large masses 
of people in this country into vicious racist 
demonstrations. 


School authorities, teachers, the clergy, the 


sphere. 


that have to be 


law enforcement officials in the cities named, 
all seem to have kept their heads. I was 
please as many Peace News readers over 
ere will be, that one of our leading column- 
ists, Murray Kempton, of The New York 
Post, in a perceptive series on the agitation 
and its subsidence singled out my very good 
friend, Emily Parker Simon, Women's Inter- 
national League leader in Baltimore, Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation member and Quaker, 
as one who helped notably in maintaining 
peace and laying the ground work for recon- 
ciliation in that city. 


Bevam and the U.S.A. 


Let me turn next for a moment to the 
international field. During my six weeks in 
Western Europe this summer I was constantly 
aware of the apprehension about the rearma- 
ment of Germany and the resentment against 
US policy in the matter, which then took the 
form of various pressures to secure adoption 
of EDC, 


What seemed to me extravagant ideas about 
Mendes-France being a sort of Messiah were 
based about equally upon his success in 
securing a truce in Indo-China and the ex- 
pectation that he would prevent the establish- 
ment of EDC. The rejoicing when the pro- 
posal was scuttled by the French Parliament 
was great in liberal and peace circles. 


What is the outcome of all this to do? At 
the recent London Conference a plan for the 
rearmament of Western Germany, which dif- 
fers in some but not in any decisive respects, 
it seems to me, from EDC was adopted with 


When a previous vacancy occurred in 
the judiciary, Peace News suggested that 
the opportunity should be taken to en- 
able Mr. Dulles to return to his natural 


Now the death of Mr. Justice Jackson 
has created another vacancy in the US 
Supreme Court and we shall not be sur- 


of causing them to think again about 
their racial policies. 


Support for this suggestion came algo 
last week from The British Weekly in 
a front-page article which asked that 
churches should organise a cultural boy- 
cott and that they appeal to Equity (the 
actors’ trade union) to join with them. 


After all that, it is not surprising to 
learn from a lecture on casualty organi- 
sation: “ Under the conditions of ABC 
(Atomic, Bacteriological, | Chemical) 
warfare it may be necessary to face the 
reality of treating those persons most 
likely to recover.” 

Thornaby councillors really should 
not have been shocked at the use of 


prised if Mr. Dulles is asked to fill it. 


We believe that his departure from 
the field of foreign affairs would make 


The British Weekly also urges finan- 
cial help for South African mission 
schools and suggests that churches seek 


the word “ Russonia.” But, of course, 
it is only the “top brass" that has the 
benefit of the Staff College training. 


Letter from U.S.A. by A. J. Muste 


the concurrence of Mendes-France. No one 
makes any effort to deny that the decisive 
development at the London Conference—the 
commitment of the Churchill-Eden govern- 
ment to keep British troops on the Continent 
for a considerable period—was one in the 
field of military power politics, and not one 
looking toward disarmament. 


Mr. Bevan—rightly, it seems to me— 
attacked this action in his address to his con- 
stituents in Ebbw Vale, Wales: 


“What has Mr. Eden done at the Nine- 
Power Conference? For 44 years to come 
the flower of British manhood is to be 
committed to staying in Western Europe 
... . Mr, Eden is supposed to have scored 
a triumph . . . and the Conservative Party 
Conference has been acclaiming him. But 
Mr. Eden’s laurels will look pretty tawdry 
in a few weeks’ time.” 


Agreed, but the inadequacy of any pro- 
gramme not based upon an unequivocal re- 
jection of the military power approach and 
the need of Labour and Socialist movements 
to adopt such a Gandhian programme, is illus- 
trated by the equivocal position in which the 
British Labour Party and the German Social 
Democrats, for instance, now find themselves 
and the report which comes over the wire as 
this is being written that the French Socialists 
have decided to support the London agree- 
ment for rearming Bonn! 


Nor does Ancurin Bevan offer the clean- 
cut alternative which is so urgently needed. 
We ought not to ratify “until,” he says. Until 


what? Until one more attempt to confer with 
the Soviet Government has been made. And 
suppose, as is surely not impossible, that 
government will not meet Western terms, does 
Bevan then advise rearming Western Ger- 
many? 


Bevan says the recent delegation to Russia 
and China could find “no evidence of a belli- 
cose spirit on the part of China or on the part 
of the Russians.” Does he mean they saw no 
Russian A-bombs or H-bombs? No evidence 
of rapid build-up of the Chinese military 
establishment? 


Or turn to Bevan's attitude toward the US, 
he is reported to have assured his constituents 
that he had never urged that the US troops 
in Britain be sent home! So Sir Winston has 
scored a hit. But why should US troops not 
be sent home? What business have they in 
Britain or elsewhere? Surely the answer to 
the Churchill-Eden doctrine that the corner- 
stone of British foreign policy is the power- 
alliance between Britain and the US is not 
some slightly different version of that alliance 
than that backed by Britain’s Tories? 


They could quit soldiering 


Let me refer briefly to another and more 
hopeful development. Random House—one of 
our very most respectable and “literary” 
publishing houses, originally financed, if my 
memory serves me, by means of Chrysler 
money, has just published a novel by William 
Faulkner, 1950 Nobel Prize winner. I doubt 


@ On back page 
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Political objectors 
to military service 


MHE current Welsh Nation, journal of the 

Welsh nationalists, devotes an article to 
the question of political objection to military 
service. 

Tribunals consistently reject objections on 
nationalist grounds as being political, and thus 
not a matter of conscience. 

The writer remarks: 


“The rights of conscientious objectors are 
laid down by the National Service Act of 
1948. SI7 (1) says, If any person subject 
to registration claims that he conscientiously 
objects 

*(a) to being registered in the military 
service register or 
‘(b) to performing military service or 
‘(c) to performing combatant duties 
“he may... apply ... to be registered as 
a conscientious objector ... 

“Further on, S 17 (6) says, A_ local 
tribunal if satisfied, upon application duly 
made to it under this section . . . that the 
ground upon which the application was 
made is established, shall by order direct 
that the applicant shall be registered in the 
register of conscientious objectors. 


“The act makes no mention of specific 
kinds of objection, it is content with indicat- 
ing that all that is needed to gain exemption 
from military service is a conscientious 
objection that has been demonstrated to be 
so before a tribunal. 

“In other words, a man must have a 
conscientious objection, it is immaterial 
whether the grounds of the objection are 
political, religious or moral. 

“The tribunal is to test sincerity and 
honesty—not to judge between rival philo- 
sophies, 

“This point was emphasised time and 
again by Mr. (now Sir) Rhys Hopkins 
Morris when serving on the Welsh Appellate 
Tribunal. When local tribunals rejected 
applications for exemptions on the ground 
that those objections were ‘ purely political,’ 
Sir Rhys Hopkin Morris said quite clearly 
(as on November 24, 1941), that he could 
not understand what the word ‘ political’ 
meant in this context. But his insistence on 
this point has either been deliberately 
ignored or childishly misunderstood by 
tribunals. His clarity has, in consequence, 
produced precious little fruit.” 

On the particular point of the objection of 
the member of Plaid Cymru the writer says: 

“The last reason why members of our 
party should refuse to bear arms in the English 
army is that the party has formally rejected 
the use of armed force in its struggle for 
Welsh freedom. It would be hypocritical 
behaviour of a very blatant kind if our 
members resorted to the use of armed force 
for the attainment of other people’s freedom. 


CO rights demanded 


in Rhodesia 


A GROUP of people in Southern Rhodesia 
+% have issued a statement requesting amend- 
ment of the oath of allegiance that applicants 
for citizenship in that country must take. 


The oath requires that the swearer will 
accept obligations for military service. This, 
says the statement, is a denial of freedom of 
religion for those would-be Rhodesian citizens 
who believe that participation in war or war 
preparations is contrary to the commandment 
of Christ. 


The statement says also that it would be to 
the real and lasting advantage of Southern 
Rhodesia to identify itself with the tradition 
of freedom of religious belief of the United 
Kingdom, and to provide for total exemption 
from committal to military training or military 
service of those who have a sincere and con- 
cientious religious objection. It is suggested 
that this could be done by setting up Tribunals 
for the purpose of examining conscientious 
objectors individually. 

At the moment the only provision for 
objection to military service in Southern 
Rhodesia is ‘‘ from combatant duties only, ... 
(for) a resident who bona fide belongs and 
adheres to a recognised religious denomina- 
tion, by the tenets whereof its members may 
not participate in war.” 
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TPHE ninth anni- 


versary of the 
bombing of Hiro- 
shima was a day 
of special grief for 
the people of that 
city. 


SHINZO HAMAI 
For, in the year which separated them from 


the last commemoration of Hiroshima’s 
ordeal, the people of Japan had suffered again 
from the monster weapons of the twentieth 
century. In a Tokyo hospital lay 26 fishermen, 
eos of the March H-bomb test in the 
acific. 


It was thus with even more than usual 
urgency that Shinzo Hamai, the Mayor of 
Hiroshima, appealed to the world once again 
to depart from the ways of war. He said: 


“The single atomic bomb that was 
dropped on that day (August 6, 1945), not 
only dealt instantaneous death to more than 
two hundred thousand people, but even to 
this day continues to threaten the lives of 
our surviving citizens. 


“But now, with the subsequent appear- 
ance of the hydrogen bomb far surpassing 
the atomic bomb in its deadliness, the whole 
human race has come to be exposed to the 


MAYOR OF HIROSHIMA 
APPEALS AGAIN: END 
ATOMIC WAR 


Peace News Correspondent in Japan 


ever-increasing menace of its total extinc- 
tion. 


“Has man’s history ever known of any 
crisis more foreneding than this? 


“We, the peante o1 Hiroshima, conscious 
of the afflictions brought upon us, cannot 
afford to remain indifferent to this situation. 
As we once again warn mankind against the 
recurrence of the tragedy that in no event 
should be allowed to repeat itself, we make 
this appeal to the entire world: 


“Let all wars be outlawed and all atomic 
energy placed under an appropriate control. 


And to the consecra ed souls of our fallen 
citizens, we humbly pledge ourselves that 
with renewed determination we shall pursue 


the way leading to the establishment of |° 


peace.” 


_Evidence of that renewed determination was 
given on the same day at Hiroshima when a 
meeting of over thirty thousand people passed 
a resolution to the United Nations urging an 
immediate ban on experiments with nuclear 
weapons and the calling of a conference to 
consider their total prohibition. 


This plea was supported by hundreds of 
thousands of signatures from local citizens. 


Alternative to the Power Blocs 
EDITOR OF RAILWAY REVIEW ON THE THIRD CAMP 


A POWERFUL idea appealing to men in 
varied parts of the earth, with varied 
backgrounds, living under varied systems— 
that was how Frank Moxley, editor of Rail- 
way Review (organ of the National Union of 
Railwaymen), saw the Third Camp. 

He was speaking last week at a London 
meeting. To it had come such people as those 
of whom he spoke ; Socialists, Welsh National- 
ists; world federalists; pacifists; church 
workers and some with no affiliations at all. 
It was a small meeting (due to the prevailing 
bus strike) but a deeply interested one. 

Perhaps Mr. Attlee was himself among 
those being gradually appealed to by this new 
notion. In a speech at Scarborough Frank 
Moxley had heard him hint at the need for 
an alternative to the power blocs. It was not 
impossible that this idea might be translated 
into “action when the next Labour Govern- 
ment came to power. 

Mr. Moxley did not spend much time on 
the issues about which all Third Campers are 
agreed ; he wanted to deal with the problems. 
First he thought that many people exaggerated 
the case with which the Third Camp might 
come into being. It was going to be difficult. 
Take the question of the American alliance 
for instance: even Bevan had not opposed 
NATO. So long as the Russian set-up re- 
mained as it was there was little possibility 
of any British Government severing its mili- 
tary relationship with the US no matter how 
much people might want it. 


In every town 


The initiative therefore might lie with 
Russia. If she could bring herself to an atti- 
tude where she might suggest getting out of 
the Cominform countries of Eastern Europe, 
withdrawing behind her own borders, then 
it would not be Utopian to expect West Euro- 
pean nations to go Third Camp. Such an 
initiative, said Mr, Moxley quietly, was not 
impossible. 

And for the present? Go on creating pock- 
ets of the Third Camp wherever it is possible 
—‘I don’t see why there shouldn't be Third 
Camp groupings in every town and village of 
Britain "—always remembering that the Third 


BRIEFLY... 


“Britain and the Hydrogen Bomb” was the 
subject for a debate recently between the 
Tory MP for York, H. B. H. Hylton-Foster, 
QC, and the prospective Labour candidate, 
T. E. McKitterick at The Settlement, York. 
Mr. McKitterick stressed that new methods 
of foreign policy were needed, But by that 
he did not mean agreeing with the Russians 
all the time. Neither could the use of 
force be relied upon; nor the achieving of 
peace through strength, he added. 


* bad % 


Difficulties facing Quakers who are to under- 
take relief work in Kikuyu reserves in 
Kenya will be formidable, reports FSC 
News. ‘‘ European motives tend to be sus- 
pect to the African mind; a _ profound 
humility and an avoidance of the least hint 
of racial superiority are essential.” 


% * * 


With over one thousand women present, the 
Yorkshire Federation of Women's Institutes 
asked the National Federation “to voice 
the opinions of the women of this country 
who deplore the manufacture of all atomic 
and kindred weapons of destruction.” The 
Federation, meeting in York, also asked 
that the Government “press forward an 
international plan whereby all such weapons 
be outlawed.” 


Fate of a small country 


“Guatemala” is the subject of the first 
Background Leaflet produced by the Move- 
ment for Colonial Freedom in conjunction 
with the new series of Fact Leaflets (see 
above). Written by Howell James, Secretary of 
the Liverpool Society Co-operative Party, it 
costs 34d. post free, one dozen 1s. 9d. It is 
obtainable from the address above. 


Camp is not confined to people who don't 
live in the western or the eastern bloc. 

In Russia there were probably thousands 
who were longing to be relieved of the 
anxiety which threat of war brought; in 
America we were in touch with people orga- 
nised in a Third Camp movement. 

Discussion was constructive, cordial. From 
what was said and the way they said it, it 
became clear that enthusiasm for a new way 
has become the dominating interest, in the 
lives of the people forming the Third Camp 
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GOING THE ROUNDS 


HIS diagram is a_repro- 

duction of a Peace News 
collector's card. He lives in 
Birmingham. Every Friday he 
goes the rounds of a group of 
friends to make his weekly 
collection. 


Each card provides for 
weekly collections for six 
months. A minimum of two- 


pence per week is asked. You can see from 
this card that payments have been regular, some 
a small amount each week, others larger sums 
to cover several weeks. 


Collecting in this way to help a paper you 
believe in must surely be a pleasant chore. With 
every visit to a donor there is the prospect of 
a chat, and perhaps even a cup of tea. Just 
the thing for the ladies! 
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It may seem a small effort, to collect two- 
pences from your neighbours, but it is one of 
the vital contributions to the continuing life 
of Peace News. 

If you would like a collecting card we should 
be pleased to send you one on request. 

And if you would rather make your donation 
direct to the Peace News Fund—the address is 
just the same. 


TOM WARDLE, 


Contributions since October 8: £52 4s. Od. 
Total since January 1, 1954: £1,302 5s. 9d. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News Ltd., and address them to Vera Brittain, 
Treasurer, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


OUT OF THE I.L.P. 


Fred G. Barton, Chairman of the Independent 
Labour Party 1951-1954 and a member of 
the Peace Pledge Union has resigned from 
the ILP, and applied for membership of 
The Labour Party. 


Labour and the Third Camp 


TOM WARDLE replies to OLIVER CALDECOTT 


QEIVER CALDECOTT (PN October 8) 
~ seeks assurance that Third Campers have 
no intention of missing the opportunity of 
allying themselves with “ the only considerable 
and politically organised group who under- 
stand what we are talking about ”—the 
Socialist movement. 


It is to be hoped and expected that a sub- 
stantial section (the majority?) of the member- 
ship of the Labour Party and the Trade 
Unions of Britain do, or will, support the idea 
of a Third Camp. Without that support there 
would be little possibility of Third Camp 
ideals ever being realised here. 


No Third Camper denies that. But what can 
be denied is the bland assumption by Socialists 
that the only way to bring Britain into the 
Third Camp is via the Labour Party. The 
Third Camp idea is bigger than the Labour 
Party idea, it cannot be contained by it. To 
attempt to do this would necessitate its con- 
striction to fit the requirements of Labour 
policy and the fetish of Party loyalty. The 
one essential feature of the Third Camp move- 
ment is that it is a free movement, not limited 
in its thinking or its activities by the restric- 
tions of established organisations. 


Vital te growth 


There are many Third Campers within the 
Labour Party who will struggle to swing their 
Party to the Third Camp position. But there 
are equally devoted people outside the Labour 
Party who believe that Third Camp influence 
can best be exercised from without. There are 
others too who do not rule out the possibili- 
tics of affecting the Conservative and Liberal 
Parties as well, especially in the field of 
foreign policy. 


The fact is that all these processes of 
development, in parties and organisations, and 
out of them, are part of the general movement. 
They are all vital to its growth. 


One thing, however, binds all Third 
Campers. That is their repudiation of power 
as the determining factor in world and 
national affairs. They are opposed to the 
polices of America and Russia because they 
are policies deriving from, and based on, 
power. 


If Socialist parties in the West are to 
become instruments of the Third Camp, they 
too must repudiate the power-basis of politics. 
This is the same as saying that they must 
advocate the fundamental democratic concep- 
tions of “‘common ownership, workers’ con- 
trol and the stateless, classless society.” 


This is a vastly different vision than the 
vision of State Socialism—the “new despo- 
tism ” with the Morrisons and thé Deakins as 
“managers " and the Gaitskells and the Cross- 
mans as philosophers. 


Oliver Caldecott will perhaps appreciate 
that here is no mere question of dispute on 
policy ; it is the very character of the Labour 
Party which is in question. 


Now it may well be that the Labour Party 
can be saved from going all the way down 
the hill to the Managerial Revolution, but if 
it is it will be because its managerial structure 
has been relentlessly opposed, not submitted 
to. There is room for Third Campers to do 


that opposing within the Labour Party, but it 
is by no means a foregone conclusion that they 
will succeed. 


For this reason the Third Camp must not 
be a movement which lives or dies with the 
Labour Party. It must have its own indepen- 
dent life-force, and its own independent con- 
science. It may embrace members of the 
Labour Party, but not be embraced by that, 
or any other party. 


The source of Oliver Caldecott’s anxiety is 
understandable. Since the launching of the 
Third Camp there have been a host of people 
with “ private panaceas”” hurrying to jump on- 
to the band-wagon—and there will no doubt 
be more. “ The Third Camp,” they cry, “ why 
that is what I have been advocating for years 
in my movement for land-reform, tax-reform, 
currency-reform, diet-reform, religion-reform, 
marriage-reform and what-have-you. Unless it 
ake my box of pills the Third Camp will 

ie. 


Such contesting and contending will have 
no affect on the development of the Third 
Camp, except to hinder it. This is not to say 
that the minority groups and “lost causes” 
are devoid of value in the stimulation of new 
ideas. Many a notion which was cranky one 
day has become accepted the next, and the 
validity of ideas is not to be determined by 
their popularity or orthodoxy. 


Nevertheless there is a tendency among the 
ideologically dispossessed to try to make the 
Third Camp their own, and if in fact the 
Third Camp were to be judged by these it 
would appear to have slight prospects. 


To be true to its liberal/radical insights 
then, the Third Camp must demand no 
ideological commitments other than the 
acceptance of its basic statement of policy. 
This may mean queer bedfellows at times, but 
it is only by the honest maintenance of that 
position that it can assert the power of free 
man against the tyrannies of our time. 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.I 


Has the H-Bomb made 
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Paul Clark—continued from page one|;—-—TALKING OF——- 


AFRICA’S GREATEST DEMAND 
IS FOR LEADERS LIKE GANDHI 


fifteen dollars a month ... that’s awful. So, 
this Mau Mau is sort of an African trade 
union, eh?” 


“No, no,” Preston protested. “Mau Mau 
is nothing like that, at all. Trade unions 
are excellent ... we have many in England, 
you know ... but this is a society of assas- 
sins determined to push the British settlers 
into the sea.” Was there any way to identify 
a member of the Mau Mau? I asked. 
“No,” the officer said. ‘There is no 

unif@fm, no insignia, no way to identify them 
at all... nothing but a bullet in the back or 
the slicing off of a head or arm by a two-foot, 
razor-sharp blade called a panga.” 


He had been smuggled 
into the hotel 


E had pulled up in front of the 
Colonial Administration building 
by this time, and we slowly entered the 
small office to have our “ permits” for 


guns issued. 

Actually, this was a formality reserved for 
“foreigners.” The white residents stocked 
their homes like arsenals without so much as 
a scrap of paper showing legal possession. 
However, a native caught with an unauthorised 
gun in his possession ran the risk of a long 
jail term or—with trigger happy native police 
and English soldiers—being cut down with a 
fusillade. 

Armed with permits, we walked across the 
street and purchased two American .45 auto- 
matics, careful to get a sales slip so that we 
could enter the transaction on our expense 
accounts. We anticipated a loud scream from 
the accounting department, back in Holly- 
wood. After all, why did we buy revolvers 
when the studio had millions of them in stock, 
give or take a couple of thousand? 


GOOD AMERICANS 


Now without our escort we returned to our 
hotel. Both of us had Jost the spirit of adven- 
ture that had welled in us when the plane 
first put down and we were anxious to 
exchange impressions and ideas on the Mau 
Mau. 


In our, suite, we started a conversation with 
one of the native porters who, incidentally, 
spoke excellent English. Lacking the gift of 
total recall, I can not remember all that was 
said, but at the end the porter was convinced 
Boltolph and I were “ good Americans” and 
he promised to arrange for us to talk with a 
Mau Mau leader, 

By this time Hollywood and our motion 
picture assignment was no longer our top 
project. We were in the middle of a live, 
vibrant problem involving human beings and 
the cinema's contrived dramas of struggle, 
and love, and life seemed like an obscene 
parody. 

That night, after dinner, we had a discreet 
knock at the door and when we opened it, 
the porter stood with one of the tallest men 
I.have ever seen in my life. Dressed in native 
garb, our visitor must have been close to seven 
feet. His face was mahogany in colour, his 
features sharp. His eyes were deep set and 
extremely large, while his mouth, larger than 
Europeans’, bore a slight smile that I was un- 
able to identify as being cither cordial or 
scornful. This was Olekisio, second in com- 
mand of the Mau Mau. 

He had been smuggled into the hotel by the 

rter and brought to our rooms. We made 

im comfortable and then asked him to tell 
us of the Mau Mau. His English was good. 
His voice was deep and pleasant, and he 
spoke calmly, as if moved by an inner con- 
viction of the rightness of his cause. 


RUTHLESS SETTLERS 


Before he started to talk about the Mau 
Mau, he told us we were running a great 
risk with the British by playing host to him. 
He was a “wanted” man and we could be 
jailed for entertaining him. 

Both Boltolph and I explained we still 
had enough of the old newspaper spirit in 
us to get both sides of a story and since we 
were Americans, we doubted if the British 
would do more than pack us on a plane 
bound for home. 

Olekisio’s next statement, surprised us. He 
said, in effect, that the Mau Mau difficulty 
actually dated back to the House of Hohenzol- 
lern. When the Germans lusted after Egypt, 
around the turn of the century, they could 
have moved into Sudan, seized the source of 
the Nile and redirected its route. Instead, the 
Germans landed at Tanganyika and the British 
claimed all the land north of Tanganyika and, 
to clinch the deal, laid an expensive railroad 
that had its terminus just inside the Kikuyu 
territory. This terminal point grew, with the 
help of Kikuyu labour, into the city of 
Nairobi. 

The development of the area, according to 
Olekisio, was comparative to the growth of 
our western frontier in the railroad building 
days. The first white settlers were ruthless 
and ambitious. The natives were hired to do 
menial tasks and were paid off in small 
change and cast-off clothing. 

The railhead had come at a psychological 
time in the Kikuyu tribal history. A short 
time before, an epidemic had killed almost a 
third of its members and a live stock disease 
had all but climinated its cattle. To these twin 
disasters had been added a third, a prolonged 
drought that burned up most of its pasture 
land. As a result, the mere handful of the 
tribe that remained split up, dome moving to 
the north, others to the south, in search of 
greener pastures. 

When the white settlers arrived, the Kikuyu 
territory was deserted and showed no signs of 
formal ownership. The settlers, motivated by 


the ‘early bird getting the worm” philosophy, 
grabbed off the choice plots. There were no 
purchases from the natives and their title deeds 
were issued by a Government office that had 
no right, under God’s heaven, to give some- 
thing it did not own. 
WATE 

With the Crown’s title in their pocket, the 
settlers proceeded to clear their claim and 
bring it into production. Now, a strange thing 
occurred, According to Olekisio, it often 
happened that the Kikuyu the white settler 
hired for a few coppers to till the soil was the 
rightful owner of the very land he slaved on. 


Eventually, the true picture of the situation 
came into focus to even the most backward 
Kikuyu. They petitioned for redress—their 
land back or a fair sum for its purchase. But, 
the white settler already had a title to his 
claim, and he would not relinquish it to a 
native. He most certainly would not pay a 
large sum to a person he held in such low 
esteem. In brief, the whites said to the 
Kikuyu: ‘“ We hold the land now. You shall 
never get it back. And we shall pay you 
nothing for it.” 


Of course, Olekisio explained, there were 
many conferences between the whites and the 
Kikuyu. But, in an atmosphere of hate, the 
language barrier loomed large and_ neither 
side ever really understood their opponents’ 
position. The Arabs stepped in, and using a 
more-or-less common tongue, called Swahili, 
attempted a reconciliation between the two 
camps, but their well meaning efforts failed. 


The coming of World War II sealed off 
whatever hope there may have been for a 
peaceful settlement, Olekisio said. With 
hostilities the Kenya colony became impor- 
tant to Britain’s war cffort. Sisal, used in 
rope and paper; pyrethrum, the base for 
DDT; and coffee became vital Kenya 
exports. Of course, the whites grew wealthy, 
Nairobi expanded in size, and everyone 
shared the prosperity but the natives to 
whom the country belonged. 


“But, there must be some answer to all 
this,” Boltolph demanded. “This is the 
Twentieth Century . .. England is an en- 
lightened country .. .” 


“No,” Olekisio broke in almost sadly, “ that 
is one of the problems. The Colonial policy 
is made in London. And, in London, our 
problems are too remote to be given much 
attention, I'm afraid. The Colonial Secretary, 
Oliver Lyttelton, has told the House of Com- 
mons that we have thrown the Kenya Colony 
into a state of war. He says nothing of the 
unabashed land-stealing of the English citizens. 
No, we will get little help from London.” 


“How about the Mau Mau?” I asked. I 
outlined what Preston had told us of the terror 
society, and inquired if there was any basis 
of fact in his statements. 


GANDHI 


“What he said is largely true, I admit,” the 
native leader replied. “But, we have an 
excellent precedent. The Irish had to fight as 
we are doing, with violence. The Indians, 
behind Gandhi had to fight British colonial 
near-sightedness. True, they used other tactics. 
Personally, I would follow Gandhi's policy, 
but our people have been deeply wronged and 
anger is an emotion almost impossible to con- 
trol. Perhaps, eventually, we will resist the 
white European with methods more effective, 
yet more humane, than the rifle and the 
panga.” : 


He paused for 2 moment and then added, 
almost wistfully. “ Africa’s greatest demand 
is for leaders .. . leaders like Gandhi, who 
believe in reform through non-violence, but 
with the present temper of our people it is 
suicide to advocate such a policy. The whites 
have brought it on themselves ... they have 
their own blood to answer for.” 

He refused our offer of a drink, arose from 
the chair where he was sitting and, with 
dignified simplicity said: “I like you men... 
the only white men I have spoken to in two 
years ... you do not understand our problem, 
but you are kind to listen to the Kikuyu... 
may we meet again some day, in peace.” 


He bowed to us and with dignity, walked 
from the room. Boltolph with a highball glass 
still in his hand, stared after him,’ speechless. 
Finally, he set the glass down, lit a cigarette 
and walked from the room, without saying a 
word. I did not see him again that night and, 
while I was a bit anxious about his welfare, 1 
settled down to write my first press release for 
the studio. 


The land was simply 
and clearly swiped 


E had breakfast in our room, and 
after fruit juice, I asked where he 
had gone the night before. 


“Walked around, secing 
replied. 

“ Considering the situation, was that wise?” 
I wanted to know. - 


“Yes and no. First, if the town is as tense 
as they tell us we had beuter cable the studio 
to keep its precious darlings at home. Who 
knows what mignt nappen with a plane load 
of box office bait in town? Secondly, I 
checked on this tall chief’s story—checked as 
best I could—and I find what he says is true. 
The land does belong to the Kikuyu. It was 
simply and clearly swiped.” 

“So what? That is an old story. We did it 
to the Indians. The Italians did it in Ethiopia. 
More real estate has been grabbed under the 
guise of civilization than there are hot dogs 
at Coney Island on the Fourth of July.” 


the town,” he 


“ Yeah,” said Boltolph. “ This, [ know. But 
there is one thing you miss. I think the 
Kikuyu have a case. I think it should be 
placed before the public. What these guys 
need is a good, A.1. publicity man. and I'm 
available for the job.” 


“You must be nuts.” 


“No, ’m not. Look at It this way. Here 
is an obvious injustice, so loud it can be 
heard in Heaven. It is a swell chance to do 
something real .. . I'm tired of starlets, and 
opening nights, and public appearance 
junkets. I saw Olekisio again last night and 
offered my services. I'm staying here. You 
can give my regards to Broadway.” 

{ tried to argue with him, but it was to no 
avail. He sat down at a typewriter and began 
writing a press release on the Mau Mau, even 
while 1 was talking to him. When he finished, 
he said he was packing his gear and moving 
out. He had cabled the studio he was quitting 
and he couldn't stay at the hotel on its expense 
account. I helped him pack, certain he would 
return before the assignment was over. We 
shook hands warmly. He said he would drop 
in and see me the next day. He wasn’t quite 
sure where he would billet. 


Uncounted hours after he left, I received a 
cable from Hollywood advising me production 
on the picture had been cancelled because of 
“local conditions in Kenya as reported by 
Boltoiph.” It also ordered me back to Holly- 
wood immediately. Since the message did not 
mention Boltolph’s return, I knew, positively 
now, that he had burned his bridges behind 
him. Eddie would not be with me and the rest 
of the crew when we went home. 


I waited most of the next day at the hotel, 
but he didn’t come back. Finally, since I 
had to make arrangements to fly out, I left 
for the airport. Here, I waited again, but 
this, too, was in vain. Boltolph did not show 
up. When we were airborne over the Dark 
Continent, I looked down on its bright 
greenness and I was overcome with the 
deepest mood of melancholia that has ever 
enveloped me. 


Justice alone can bring 
back peace 


J HAVE never seen Boltolph since. Back 

at the studio, | was hard pressed to 
defend his action among our colleagues. 
These bright young men placed his retreat 
from Hollywood at an even higher level 
of madness than entering a Trappist 
monastery. 


In a few months [I became involved in a 
clash of personalities at the studio and I was 
soon headed back East. In New York, I went 
to work for a public relations firm where I was 
assigned to service the Stateside end of a 
European account. This job meant spending 
a few days in attendance at the UN. Here, 
one day I indirectly heard from Boltolph. 
a: from what I heard, he was doing all 
right. 


Looking for a method of killing an hour 
before a luncheon engagement. I had taken 
a seat ina UN council chamber. Hardly had I 
settled in the chair when an African native, 
tall and dignified, addressed the Chair for 
permission to speak. When it was granted, he 
told the story of the British land grab in 
Kenya and the Kikuyu's plight. He spoke 
with his personal sincerity, underscored by his 
personal dignity, but his words were the 
creation of Boltolph. 


“The English colonisers can achieve nothing 
concrete or lasting by their war of attrition. 
Nor can we Kikuyu win back our rightful 
lands by violence. Justice, and justice alone, 
can bring back peace and tranquility and har- 
monious living to the Kenya Colony. We were 
a proud tribe, but not too proud to sit at a 
table of arbitration. But, we will not bow 
beneath a bloody yoke of illegal exploitation 
and illegal possession of our homes and our 
pastures. We plead with this august tribunal 
to investigate our claims. If it finds them just, 
as we believe it will, we trust it will submit 
recommendations to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Office.” 


CLEAR CALL 


Gazing at the speaker, I saw him dissolve 
before my eyes and the figure of Boltolph 
Standing there, trim, and _ self-assured, and 
sartorially correct, pleading the cause his 
heart had adopted. The speech was vigorous 
and impassioned, written as only one who is 
dedicated to his task could write it. 


Boltolph, I thought, harboured many 
thoughts we little suspected. Behind his 
glossy exterior (the figure familiar at the 
Brown Derby and Mike Romanoff’s and his 
name a fixture in the gossip columns as the 
escort of a long series of movie cuties) he 
must have considered man’s inhumanity to 
man; the inherent wrongness of violence ; 
and the need for common justice. Was he 
alone or is his number legion ? How many 
more like him, I wondered, eager and ready 
to answer the call when it sounds clear... 
and what almost Divine urge impels them to 
cast off life’s every material comfort to go 
forth and champion the cause of the 
oppressed ? 

“. . . further refusal of the Crown to 
recognise the rightness of the Kikuyu’s claim 
cannot help but intensify their determination 
to cast off the social and economic shackles 
that now bind them. Gentlemen, in the name 
of humanity, I beg you...” 


I looked from the speaker to the men seated 
around the horse-shoe table. They represented 


BOOKS 


By Robert Greacen 


The Upanishads: A Second Selection, 
translated by Swami Nikhilananda. Phoc- ! 
nix House, 18s. 

Christopher Fry, by Derek Stanford. British 
Council, 2s. 


T would be an impertinence for me to! 
; . Make any pronouncements on this selec- 
tion and translation from the UPANISHADS, | 
which form part of the Hindu scriptures 
and are among the great books of wisdom | 
jin the world’s literature. The German: 
philosopher Schopenhauer had this to say | 
of them: 


The Upanishads are the most rewarding and eclevat- | 
ing reading possible in the world : they have been 
the solace of my life, and will be that of my death. 


And those words in one form or another 
would be echoed by many profound minds. 


Swami Nikhilananda here presents a 
most interesting selection, as well as an 
introduction on Hindu Ethics—almost 400 
pages in all which justifies the fairly high: 
price of the volume. The Swami writes: 


Non-injury is the basic moral duty and the mother 
of all virtues. It implies positive goodwill and 
kindness to all beings. One practising non-injury 
exercises self-restraint and self-sacrifice and abstains 
from grecdiness or inordinate desire . . . The other 
Virtues, such as truthfulness and detachment, are to 
be practised to the extent that they do not clash | 
{ with the highest of all virtues, non-injury. Mahatma 
Gandhi, as is well known, recognised non-violence 
as the basic virtue and applied it ta the welfare of 
humanity. 


Everyone seriously interested in the 


| thought and work of Gandhi would do well | 
to examine the Upanishads. 


Two kinds of pacifist 


The latest pamphlet in the intelligent and 
not-too-propagandist British Council series 
of short monographs on writers and their 
work deals with Christoper Fry. Its author, 
Derek Stanford, one of the most gifted of 
our younger critics and pocts, has already 
published a full-length study of Mr. Fry, 
and has obviously thought long and deeply 
about his subject. 


. ‘The mainspring of Fry’s work,” Mr. 
| Stanford asserts, “is his intuition of the 
presence of mystery. For him, this ele- 
ment... is something continually inform- 
ing our mortality.” Well said—and what 
clse indeed lics behind religion and poetry 
but this sense of “ the presence of mystery.” 


The two Fry plays that are most relevant 
to discuss in this paper are perhaps A Sleep 
of Prisoners and the latest one, The Dark 
is Light Enough. “In the broadest sense 
of the term,” writes Derek Stanford, “A 
Sleep of Prisoners is a pacifist play.” It is, 
I believe, all the more important since Mr. 
Fry is too good an artist to push his ideas 
down the throats of an audience. Wit, 
poctry, gentleness and irony prevent even 
a hostile critic from pasting on Mr. Fry’s 
work that damaging label “ propagandist.” 


If A Sleep of Prisoners presents a pacifist 
attitude in tragic terms then The Dark is 
Light Enough redresses the balance in 
favour of comedy. Mr. Fry, wiscly enough, 
has presented two contrasting kinds of 
pacifist: the Countess who generously gives 
and the egotistic, taking young man, who 
nevertheless refuses to be pushed around 
by the military men. This character, 
Gettner, represents a “Falstaffian version of 
pacifism” says Mr. Stanford. An apt phrase 
—one of the many unusual turns of expres- 
sion one finds in this essay. 


To anyone who wants to understand the 
background of Mr. Fry’s work—and there- 
fore to enhance his enjoyment of the plays | 
themselves—I can recommend this booklet, 
well worth the two shillings. Try to read it 
before going to your next Fry play. 


nine nations, all of which, at some time in 
their history, had felt the lash of tyranny and 
the heel of oppression. Obviously impressed 
by the speaker's earnest plea, their faces were 
grave and thoughtful. At long last, the 
Kikuyu were getting their day in court. 


“, .« the terror that now reigns in Nairobi 


is unnccessary: indeed, it is barbaric, 
Violence, such as this, has never brought a 
solution to any problem .. .’’ 


As the African’s voice rolled on, I glanced 
at my watch and realised I could stay in the 
Chamber no longer. Despite the fact my 
luncheon companion was to be a chic and 
personable young lady, I left the room with a 
slow step and a heavy heart. This, I felt, 
would be the last contact I would ever have 
with Boltolph. But, Fate was to be kind once 
more. 


In July of this year, while casually perusing 
the newspaper. I came across a news story 
that startled me. It was a Reuter’s release out 
of Nairobi and it said the Eastern African 
Court of Appeals, sitting in Mombasa, spoke 
out sternly in a criticism of the Kenya Police 
Force and the Government. The Court, in 
quashing the convictions of four Kikuyu 
tribesmen sentenced to death for murder, 
declared there was a grave “danger that the 
police force in Kenya ts tending to become a 
law unto itself.” 


The Court comprised of Englishmen trans- 
planted in Africa, spoke harshly of the police 
practices in the arrest and treatment of the 
natives, calling the conditions “deplorable ” 
and asserting the “ present emergency” was 
not an excuse for “ barbarism.” 


Perhaps, somewhere I may meet Eddie 
Boltolph again. Perhaps, sometime, we will get 
together, even if only for a fugitive hour as we 
did in ’Frisco during the war. And, perhaps, 
not wanting to embarass him, I will be able, 
with great self-control, to resist telling him 
about the greatest job of public relations I 
have ever seen pulled off. 


ve 


join the Third Camp... 


T SYMPATHISE with the predicament in 
* which Frank Allaun finds himself (Peace 
News October 15). 

I, myself, was a member of the Labour 
Party till the end of last year, when I came 
to two conclusions: 

1. My own ideas on foreign policy were 
diametrically opposed to those of the Labour 
Party. 

2. If I remained in the party, I should 
thereby be giving support for this policy, and 
there was no prospect of changing it—at least 
in the forseeable future. 

It seemed that I must leave it, and try to 
find an organisation which propagated the 
foreign policy in which I believe. I found this 
organisation in the “ Third Camp.” Whether 
or not Mr. Allaun decides to remain in the 
Labour Party, he should certainly support the 
“ Third Camp,” and I very much hope he will 
do so. We need men of his views in the 


movement. 
DAVID WICKES. 
General Secretary, The Third Camp. 
12 High Street, 
London, N.W.3. 


..- Stick to the Labeur Party 


(C(ONGRATULATIONS to Frank Allaun, 
sr for his letter on Labour and the Gallup 
Poll. 

The Labour Peace Fellowship is working 
inside the Labour Movement for a policy of 
Peace and Socialism. The popularity of our 
approach to these problems was evident at 
Scarborough during the Labour Conference 
when our public meeting was full to capacity 
and many young people were turned away. 

The Fellowship appeals to those Peace News 
readers who are members of the Labour 
Movement to join with us in our work. Our 
sponsors include Ritchie Calder, Dr. Donald 
Soper, Emrys Hughes, MP, Ernest Ferny- 
hough, MP and Dame Sybil Thorndike. 

DENIS BRIAN, Secretary. 
VICTOR YATES, MP, Chairman. 
24a Breakspears Rd., 
S.E.4. 


in support of natienalism 


WE in Wales appreciate the support often 

* shown in PN for the Welsh Movement 
for Freedom, but I know several members of 
the Welsh Party who have felt that Peace 
News, or rather correspondents, continually 
blame nationalism as the cause of wars— 
doubtless due to confusion between national- 
ism and imperialism. 

Mr. John Nibb, for .example, almost 
invariably refers to nationalism as a bogey, 
and although I, for one, agree with most of 
what he says, I feel he is entirely at sea when 
stressing the “evils” of nationalism. Does he, 
for instance, yearn for the abolition of the 
characteristics which distinguish the English 
people from any others. 

Most of the members of the Welsh Party 
have decided never to have recourse to 
violence in achieving — self-determination. 
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LETTERS 


Gandhi and his followers were staunch 
nationalists, but in securing freedom for India, 
demonstrated the effectiveness of non-violent 
resistance. , 

Actually nationalism is a dynamic force for 
good which has been abused by an endless 
number of misguided or tyrannical leaders. 


H. I. HUWS. 
Dolwyddelan, 
Caerns. 


Bevanism 


PACIFISTS could agree with Bevanites, of 

course, on the “‘ War on Want,” colonial 
freedom, and the development of a co-opera- 
tive social order. Pacifists too are against 
military alliance with a vehemently anti- 
socialist capitalist power (USA) because they 
are against all arms, armies, and military 
alliances. 

But Bevanites are not pacifists. They believe, 
I suppose, in opposing armed aggression on 
the Continent by force, but would cut down 
our forces and refuse all American military, 
and no doubt economic aid. They no doubt 
believe, perhaps rightly, that this would pro- 
duce a response from Russia. 

From the military point of view I must say 
this seems cock-eyed. It would make us so 
militarily weak that I cannot see why Bevan- 
ites cannot come completely into the pacifist 
camp. I cannot refrain from adding that it 
would provide an ideal cloak for a crypto 
communist. Bevanism needs the utmost clari- 
fication before pacifists can associate with its 


policy. 
DONALD WHITMORE, 

155 Henrietta St., 

Ashton under Lyne. 

Step meddling in politics 
[Ss it not conceivable that, at this moment in 
time and in view of the fact that man 
still puts his trust in armaments, the fact that 
pacifists in Great Britain can still preach their 
doctrine in safety is due to the Western 
democracies being as well armed as the Soviet 
bloc? 

In all sincerity, I cannot see that we are 
serving the cause of freedom by trying to 
weaken the Western Democratic Alliance by 
talking of Third Camps and such like. I do 
not belittle the work of the Society of Friends, 
the International Voluntary Service for Peace, 
Family Service Units, and the PPU’s one suc- 
cess during the war, Famine Relief, but until 
we have succeeded in finding some way other 
than armaments and war, of defending the best 
of our heritage then we had much better stop 
meddling in politics. 

I know the magic word is non-violent resis- 
tance. But have we our programme ready and 
prepared? Have we carried out research 
sufficient to justify us in saying that this 
peaceful way, or those non-violent means can 
stem the onrush of those who would wish to 
rob us of our essential freedom? We have not. 

MARK GILBERT. 

457 Padiham St., 

Burnley. 


Scarborough cenference 


FU MRYS HUGHES (PN October 8) said that 
“~ the Scarborough Conference was a milestone 
in Labour Party history. He was, of course, 
right, and all thinking socialists will agree. 
The Labour Party is reaching a high level of 
political maturity. 

Emrys Hughes has indeed a big section of 
the Labour Party behind him in wanting a 
change in foreign policy. That day is not 
far distant. We need more men of Hughes’ 


calibre. 
BERT McGOVERN. 
127 Bridge St., 
Montrose. 


Fear and Prejudice 


URING a lecture on the Colour Bar, 
illustrated by the film “ Prejudice,” the 
lecturer expressed his opinion that most of the 
trouble is caused by fear. Just because some 
people’s skins are coloured we feel they are 
different from us and we are scared of them. 


This has made me think what a lot in com- 
mon cripples have with coloured people. Some 
cripples may be spastics and have no or little 
control over their actions and speech. They 
often look odd and funny through having no 
means of self expression. 

Such people through life come into contact 
with three types of normal folk. Firstly, there 
are those who are filled with pity at the sight. 
Secondly, there are those who think “ What a 
shame. Their minds are affected too,” but 
never bother to find out whether they are right 
or not. Thirdly, there are the people who 
understand and treat cripples as human beings 
in spite of what they look like. It is upon 
these people that cripples depend—those 
who are not afraid of odd and funny looking 
people who, through their disabilities, have 
so very little hope of ever leading a normal 
life. BETTY SCOTT. 


Cotebrook Home, 
Lymm, Cheshire. 


(Betty Scott is herself a spastic case.Ed.) 


TRENDS 


PIESMAN (University of Chicago, author 

© of the new, controversial, “ Individualism 
Reconsidered”) has counselled his fellow 
intellectuals to stop worrying about whether 
their judgements are approved in the market 
place or the ballot box, to pursue the truth 
as independent men, affecting society as models 
of autonomy, not as victors on this public 
issue or that. 


He notes that the young TV audience tells 
the “ good guys” from the “ bad guys” simply 
because the “good guys” are winning. This 
he deplores. 


No defeatist, no pessimist, he urges intellec- 
tuals to cultivate “the nerve of failure,” to 
live with the possibility of disapproval and 
defeat. Neither in life nor in politics is this 
a formula for victory. But in both it may 
be a help in reducing numbness and restoring 
20 ee is the appropriate style of free- 
jom. 


—Time magazine, September 27. 
* * *% 


“The real question is what is to be the 
policy of a rearmed Germany in regard to its 
own reunification. That is the crux of the 
difficulty. 

“The ultimate, stubborn and_ destructive 
difficulty in all these schemes for German 
rearmament is that they treat it as a thing 
virtually by itself. They evade the paramount 
question which must dominate the policy of a 
rearmed Germany. Yet there is no use 
elaborating pacts about German sovereignty 
and rearmament and shoving under the table 
the overriding question of German unity.” 


—Walter Lippman, New York Herald 
Tribune, September 25, 1954. 
* * * 


To illustrate world-wide interest in the 
question (the proposed forcible removal of 
60,000 Africans from the western areas of 
Johannesburg), Dr. Wilson quoted long extracts 
from the leading article in The Daily Telegraph 
of last Friday. The extracts were greeted on 
the Nationalist benches by strange cries of 
“Communist” and “Left-wing rag.”—Daily 
Telegraph, October 2, 1954, 


October 22, 1954, PEACE NEWS—S5 
GLASGOW’S STUDENT PACIFISTS 


Members of the Glasgow University Pacifist 
Association have recently been distributing 
literature at University class enrolments in an 
effort to reach out to as many students as 
possible and ask their support. 

Object of the Association is “the study 
and propagation of pacifism. The secretary is 
Tom Fleming, c/o University Union. 


| READY SHORTLY—ORDER OW ! 
| PEACE DIARY FOR 1955 


| Attractively bound green grained leather cloth, lettered 
in silver, with one week to the double page, ail the 
tandard diary material anda i6-page PEACE LIR- 
ECTORY. This includes details of over 60 interna- 
tional. British and United S-ates organisations and 
peace periodicals, plus a special feature on major British 

| Peace societies. 


| 2s. 6d. each 25s. a dozen | 


postage 2d. extra postage extra 


PEACE NEWS, 3, Blackstock Road. N.4_ | 
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It's new, it’s attractive, it’s 


TIDINGS 


A Christmas Miscellany 


KATHLEEN LONSDALE 
REGINALD REYNOLDS 
NAOMI MITCHISON 
ALEX COMFORT 
JAMES KIRKUP 
SYBIL MORRISON 
ROY WALKER 
MAYS 
REINGANUM 

and others 


Edited by Robert Greacen 
Art Editor: Dennis James 


SHORT STORIES + POEMS - 
PICTURES + 64 PAGES 
TWO SHILLINGS POST FREE 


From W. H. Smith, Selfridges, Bumpus 
Ask your bookstall to stock it 


HOUSMANS 


3 Blackstock Rd. London N.4 
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2UUUSUEOUGUGREELRUQUEEUALOEU AATEC ARECACEAE An 
Peace Pledge Union Anniversary 


OURAN ARN TN 


Mary Ward Hall, Tavistock Place, W.C § 
from 6 to 9 p.m. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30th 


Rafreshments from 6 till 7 
SPEAKERS: 


PRESTON BENSON 


(Forelgn Correspondent, The Star) 
STUART MORRIS 
ee 
CLIFFORD EVANS 


(Dramatic Readings) 


Films 
Dick Sheppard, George Lansbury, 
Stuart Morris v 
Chairman: HUGH BROCK 
Tickets (from the PPU, Dick Sheppard House. 6, Endsleighss 


Street, London, W.C.I) must be purchased in advance = 


2s. 6d. Including refreshments. = 
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Friday, October 22 


LONDON: 7.30 p.m.; 6 Endsleigh St. 
" Readings that I tike.** Cent. London PPU. 


Saturday, October 23 

BROMLEY: 7 p.m; 19 Holwood Rd. 
Alfred Tucker and Catherine Williamson, ‘‘The 
World Pacifist Conference in Japan. Chair. 
Mrs. A. J, Howe. FoR. 

COLCHESTER: 11.45 a.m.; London mem- 
bers of the Non Violent Resistance Group 
arrive in Colchester ; 2.45 p.m, poster parade ; 
4 p.m. Open-air mtg.; 5 p.m. Tea and Peace 
Exhibition ; 6 p.m. Brains Trust. Cecil Barrett, 
Hugh Brock, D. Martin Dakin, Rev. A. B. 
Grosvenor, John Hoyland, Dr, John Kershaw, 
Sybil Morrison, Rev. Cameron Newell, Rev. 
Kenneth Sainsbury. N.V.R. Group, and 
Colchester Friends Peace Committec. 

HARROW : 2.30 p.m.; Havelock Place, St. 
Anns Rd.; Peace poster parade ; H.bomb-leaf- 
let broadcast. FoR. 

WALTHAMSTOW : 3 p.m.; Friends Hall, 
Green “Leaf Rd. Geoffrey Pittock Buss. 
Chair: Alderman E. C. Redhead, IP. Advisory 
Committee for 

Sunday, October 24 

HYDE PARK : 6 p.m; Pacifist Youth Action 

speakers. Every Sunday. PYAG 
Monday, October 25 

LIVERPOOL: 8 p.m: YMCA, Mount 
Pieasant. ‘‘A Call to our Task.” Four 
speakers. Toldas Group. 


Tuesday, October 26 
MANCHESTER : 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Site, Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF. 
Wednesday, October 27 


NOTTINGHAM 1 1.15 p.m.; Open-air mig. 
Old Market Sq. Rev, Donald Pipe and othern. 


FoR, PPU 
Thursday, October 28 
HAMPSTEAD | p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
120 Heath St. N.W.3. Stuart Mortis, ‘“ The 
Third Camp." PPU, 


LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Rd. Group discussion. PPU. 

LONDON, N.W.1¢ 7.30 p.m.; Youth Ho., 
Camden Rd. Vera Brittain, ‘‘ Gandhi's Sig- ; 
nificance for Today.”’ Chair: His Highness 
the Maharaja of Kutch (Minister, High Com- 
mission of India). Youth House, 

LONDON, W.C.12 1.15-1.45 p.a.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen St. Weekly 
lunch-hour Service of, Interceasion for World 
Peace. Conducted by “clergy and laymen of 
different denominations 

LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard Ho., 6 Endsicigh St. Meeting of Pactfist 
Youth Action Group. Every Thursday. PYAG 


Saturday, October 30 
LONDON, W.C.1: 2.30-5 p.m.; Mary 
Ward Hall, Tavistock Pt. Steps to Peace 
conf. Discussion on ‘* The Causes of War.” 
Speakers : Start Morris, Ian Dixon; PPU. 
OXFORD : 7-10 p.m.; 43 St. Giles. Grand 
concert and social. Proceeds to HQ, PPU. 


DIARY 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent in. 
We nevertheless desire to make it as complete 
a service as we reasonably can, and therefore 
urge organisers of events to: 

1, Send notices to arrive not tater than 


Monday morning. 

2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place 
(hall, strect); mature of event; speakers, 
organisers (and secretary's address)—preferably 


in that order and style. 


Deen eed 
Saturday—-Sunday, October 30-31 
ILKLEY: 1 p.m. Sat.—6 p.m, Sunday; 

Holly Brook, Queens Rd. Rev. Clifford Mac- 

quire: ‘* The Christian Citizen and the World 

he Lives in.’* Chair. Robert A. McKinlay. 

Details from Joyce Keeling, Flat 3, 31 Cromer 

Terrace, Leeds, 2. 

SHIPHAM, SOMERSET: Wecek-end school 
‘*The Third Camp” at Penscot Guest Ho. 
Fee 25s. Leader, Kenneth Ingram. Booking 
fee, Ss., to Freda Cleag, 120 Wick Rd., Bristol, 
4. Bristol Peace Committee, 


Sunday, October 31 

LONDON, W.C.1: 10-1 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard Ho, 6 Endsleigh St. Mig. of secretaries 
and treasurers. Discussion opened by Sybil 
Morrison, PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.2: 3.30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 
Ho., 52 St. Martin's Lane. William D. B. 
Day, ‘‘The Ethics of Vegetarianism,"’ Friends 
Veg. Soc. 

HYDE PARK: 7-9.3@ p.m.; Pacifist Youth 
Action speakers. Every Sunday. PYAG. 


Monday, November 1 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS: 7.30 p.m.; Friends 
Mtg. Ho. Grosvenor Park. John Ferguson, 
ba BD. “The Christian in the Atomic Age.” 
FoR. 
Tuesday, November 2 
MANCHEST 1 12 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Site. Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF, 
NORTHAMPTON : 7.30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 
Ho., Wellington St. Ethel Lewis, Field 
worker of the PPU. PPU. 
Wednesday, November 3 
NOTTINGHAM : 1.15 p.m.;: Open-air mig. 
Old Market Sq. Rev. Donald Pipe and others. 
FoR. PPT" 
Thursday, November 4 
BRISTOL : 7.30 p.m.; Central Hall, Market 
St. Stanley Salter, “Our Attitude to CD.” 


R. 

LEYTONSTONE 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Rd. A. H. Radcliffe, “Can We Save 
Ourselves?” PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.11 1.15-1.45 p.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen Sq. Weekly 
junch-hour Service of Interceasion for World 
Peace. Conducted by clergy and laymen of 
different denominations. 


a 


LONDON, W.C.11 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Meeting of Pacifist 
Youth Action Group. Bvery Thursday. PYAG. 
Friday, November 5 


GLASGOW: 4 p.m.; University Men's 
Union. A.G.M. Glasgow University Pacifist 
Assoc. Secretary: Tom Fleming, 107 Ardshiel 
Rd., Glasgow, S.W.1. 


Saturday, November 6 


LEWES: 3.45 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Friars Lane. Frank Dawtry, ‘‘Can the PPU 
have a Policy?’ Tea, 3.45. Bring and Buy 
Stall. S.E. Area, PPU. 


Saturday-Sunday, November 6—7 


CRICH, Nr. MATLOCK: 
3.30 p.m.; Weekend conf. ‘In search of the 
Pacifist Society."" Guest Speaker: Stuart Morris. 
Details, write, s.a.e.. Gordon Woodbum, 123 
Pear Tree St., Derby. 


9 PEACE NEWS 
FOR 2s. 6d. 


A SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW 
READERS 
For 2s. 6d. the next 9 weekly 


issues of PEACE NEWS are 
posted to yeu. 


Please send PEACE NEWS for 


Commencing 


STANDARD RATES: 


1 year £1 18. Od. 24 weeks 10s. 
Twelve weeks 5s. 
or order from your newsagent 


PEACE NEWS, 
3 Blacksteck Road, Loaden, N.4. 


CLASSIFIED 


TERMS: Cash with erder, 3d. per word. 
minimem 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). Please 
doa’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 
pence. Maximum length 60 words. Addreas 
ror Box No. replica: Peace News, 3 Blacksteck 
Rd., N.4. 

LATEST TIME for copy 1 Monday morning 
before publication. 

DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS are 
required by the Thursday cight days prior to 
Dublication. 


MEETINGS 
EMPRESS HALL, Earls Court. Sat., Nov. 
7 p.m. Opening Celebration of British- 
1954: 37th 


16, 
| Soviet Friendship Month, Nov., 
Anniversary of the USSR, H.E. the Soviet 
Ambassador. Aram Khachaturian, composer. 
Andranova and Vlasov, Simonova and Tarab- 
anov, dancers fram the Bolshoi Theatre, Mos- 
cow; Ognitsey and Varshavskaya, singers from 
the Bolshoi Theatre; Shubin and Shubina, 
acrobats; Mesherfakov, juggler, Chairman: John 
Platts-Milis. Pat Sloan, Robert Cotton. Medve- 
dev’s Estrada Orchestra, Tickets 2s,., 3s., Se, 
7s, 6d., 10s, 6d. from British Soviet Friend- 
ship Soclety, 36 Spencer St., E.C.1, Cash and 
s.a.e. with order, 10% discount on block 
bookings of 10 plus 

| INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Sath. Every 
| Tuesday. 7.3@ p.m. Royal Literary and 
| Sclentific Institute. 18 Queen Square, Bath. 
All welcome. 

KING'S WEIGH Hoese Church, Duke St, 
nr. Bond St. Tube. Sanday at 6.30 p.m. The 
| Gospel of Peace. Rev. Cland M. Coltman, 
|MA, B.Litt. 

} LONDON NATURAL HEALTH SOCIETY. 
7.29 p.m. 
Stanley Lief, ‘‘ The 


‘Caxton Hall, 
' Basic Factor in Health.” 

WHERE IS EYOLUTION LEADING US? 
Lecture, Sunday, Oct. 24, 8 p.m. Wednesdays, 
8.0 p.m. ‘“ Bring Your Questions.” All wel- 
; come, Free. United Lodge of Theosophists, 62 
' Queen's Gardens, W.2. (PADdington 0688). 


ACCOMMODATICN WANTED AND 
OFFERED 


FRINTON-ON-SEA, fast trains from Liver- 
pool St. Lovely peaceful house overlooking 
sea. First-class vegetarian food. Lillan and 
Aldo Verza, Sandy Point Esplanade. Tel.1 691. 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and folly 
2004 food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1348, Telkea Shaykt, 27 Hamilton 
Px., N.S. 

AGM DELRGATE recommends Shayler for 
board or bed and breakfast. 


PERSONAL 
WAR RESISTERS' International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mail covers. Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House. 88 Park Ave., Bush Hi Park, Enfield. 
| Middlesex. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


EDUCATION 
SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (cor- 
tespondence, visit), Sa. Dorothy Matthews, 
BA, 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 
PRIimrose S686. 


LITERATURE 


FOR YOUR MEETING. Don't forget that 
Housmans can supply al? your literature 
Tequirements and quantities of Peace News. 
Send a postcard to Housmans Bookshop 
(Peace News), 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


QUAKERISM Informailon and = Hterature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Conamittee. 
Friends’ House Buston Rd. London. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


FIRST-CLASS — duplicating /typing. Mabel 
Avles “Necretaris! Service 395 Worscy Rd., 
N.19. ARC 1765, Ext. 1. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT. 
plain postcards, 2s. 6d. 10@; 6 x 3} envelopes, 
white 18s. 6d. 1,000 box manilla, 10s. 9d. 1,000 
box : white bank paper, 10 x 8 in., 7s. 6d. 500 
sheets ; Newswrappers, 10 x § in., 158, 1,000, 
In. 9d. 100; plain economy labels, 44 2 3] in.. 
138. 6d 1,000, Is. 64d 180 All post free. 

{F YOU WANT TO HELP PRACE you 
can't do beter than give a hand at Peace 
News. Volunteers welcome for daytime work 
and every Wednesday evening. Write, call or 
ohone STA 2262. Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., London, N.4 (above stationers, Fish & 
Cook). Nearest Tube Finsbury Pk. 


FOR SALK 


EXTENSION LADDERS, best materials, all 
rungs wired. Kxample: one double 14 rungs 
extension, 6 gns. carr. pa. Arthur Roberts, 
12 Clare Rd.. Cardiff. 


HOLIDAYS 

CARDIGAN BAY: Sea and mountains; 
quiet, attractive situation, wholesome food, 
Sgus. weekly. Trevor and Mary Jepson, 
Brackenhurst. Fairbourne, Merioneth. 
TORQUAY. Delightful for Autumn holl- 
days, comfortable vegetarian guest house with 
excelient food, highly recommended. Book 
eatly for Christmas. Mr. and Mrs. B. S. 
White, Nutcombe, Rowdens Rd. 


offer 


Peace News in Canada and the USA 
AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
to US and al! parts of Amefiea, from Peace 
News US Sales Office. c/o American Friends 
Service Committee, 130 Brattle St., Cambridge 
38, Mass. (mailed on publication day) 
$4 year. $2 six months. 


New readers : 3 month trial, $1. 


Soviet-U.S. exchanges on 


THE PEACEFUL USE OF 


ATOMIC 


Page Six 


ENERGY 


By A. J]. Muste 


ECENTLY the correspondence, rela- 

tive to the Eisenhower atomic pool 
plan, in which the governments of the US 
and the USSR have engaged over a 
period of eight or nine months was 
released with the approval of both 
governments.* 


The reading of these communications is 
both disturbing and instructive. 


For one thing, in view of the excitement 
which is felt among multitudes over the H- 
bomb and the urgency of the whole problem 
of disarmament, it is astonishing to observe 
the leisurely fashion in which the two leading 
governments proceed in the matter. It is, 
parenthetically, safe to say that they will not 
show the same dilatoriness when it comes to 
putting new weapons into production. 


‘* Cenversatiens ”’ 


It will be recalled that last December 
President Eisenhower made the speech before 
the UN in which he announced the plan for 
an atomic pool for peaceful purposes. An 
initial note from Dulles to Soviet Ambassador 
Zaroubin was delivered on January 11, 1954. 
The note suggested “conversations” relative 
to the Eisenhower proposal. Several such con- 
versations took place, including a_ Russian 
memo dated March 10, in which Zaroubin 
stated his government had “agreed to negoti- 
ate on the atomic question.” Only nine days 
later—this began to look like rapid movement 
—on March 19 Dulles handed Zaroubin a 
memo outlining the Eisenhower proposal in 
some detail—so, after all, we are about where 
we started! 

The Soviet government then took until 
April 27 to draft and transmit an aide-memoire 
which asserted the Soviet government’s “ con- 
stant aspiration” to assist in strengthening 
peace and then went on for well over three 
columns of Soviet News to comment adversely 
on the Eisenhower proposal. To the content of 
this criticism we shall return in a moment. 

Dulles next left “a private unofficial Aide 
Memoire"” with Molotov when they met in 
Geneva on May 1, commenting briefly on the 
Soviet reply. It took until July 9, however, for 
the US to compose the formal reply. This had 
a nopening section reviewing the post-war US 
efforts to bring about disarmament negotia- 
tions. The second and third scctions again set 
out the case for the Eisenhower proposal and 
gave reasons for the rejection of the Russian 
proposal for an agreement for unconditional 
rejection of atomic weapons. To those we 
return in a moment. A fourth section reaffirms 
US opposition to aggression. 


Arguments 


To this July 9 document, the Soviet reply 
was forthcoming on September 22. This note 
ended with the suggestion that the whole cor- 
respondence might be made public. For once, 
the reply was prompt—largely probably 
because the United Nations Assembly was 
fonvening-—and on September 23 Ambassador 
Bohlen in Moscow announced that his govern- 
ment agreed to publication! 

Let us now review the principal arguments 
advanced by the two governments. In its memo 
of April 27, the Soviet government points out 
that allocation of a small part of atomic 
material means that “the principal mass of 
atomic materials will go, as before, for the 
production of new atomic and hydrogen 
bombs ""—and perhaps even more destructive 
ones. At a later point, the memo suggests that 
adoption of the Eisenhower proposal, in the 
absence of an agreement to renounce the use 
of atomic weapons, may actually intensify the 
armaments race since it “may create the decep- 
tive appearance of curtailing the production 
of the atomic weapon and may lead to the 
relaxing of vigilance on the part of nations 
with regard to the growing threat of war.” 

The Sovict counter-proposal is the one made 
familiar by World Peace Council propaganda 
as well as official Soviet notes, viz. that the 
use of atomic and hydrogen weapons be pro- 
hibited “ by agreement.” The interesting point 
is made that if nations agree to collaborate on 
an atomic pool for peaceful purposes but do 
not agree to prohibit the use of weapons of 
mass destruction, “then such an international 


*The complete correspondence was issued 
the Press Department of the Soviet 


by 
in Soviet News, on 


Embassy in London, 
October 8.—Ed. 


agreement would in fact grant an inadmissible 
sanction to the production of the atomic 
weapon, which would suit the convenience of 
the aggressive forces only.” 


The reasoning presented in the US reply is 
basically of the same kind as that set forth in 
the Russian memo, though the starting point 
is, of course, different. The Eisenhower atomic 
pool proposal was not intended to deal with 
disarmament; “the international control of 
atomic weapons,” is a matter which the US 
nevertheless intends to pursue. But “ successful 
co-operation in the implementation of the 
President’s proposal would surely result in an 
improved atmosphere which, in turn, could 
significantly improve the prospects for genuine, 
safeguarded international disarmament.” 


Worsened 


As for the Soviet government's proposal for 
“unconditional renunciation” of the H-bomb, 
etc., since governments would still have atomic 
weapons, the situation would remain un- 
changed. “The very existence of any weapon 
poses the possibility of its use, despite 
promises not to do so, which can be broken 
without notice.” 


In fact, the situation would be worsened if 
the Soviet proposal were adopted. Rather “ the 
danger of aggression and war” would be in- 
creased. For “the deterrent effect upon a 
potential aggressor of the existence of nuclear 
weapons would doubtless be lessened if his 
possible victims had undertaken an obligation 
not to use them.” 


The lengthy and involved exchange of 
memos thus amounts to saying over again 
that disarmament discussions get nowhere 
because they begin, continue and end in 
mutual suspicion. The Soviet’s oft repeated 
proposal to begin with an agreement to forbid 
the use of atomic weapons elicits the Ameri- 
can reply: ‘“ But you, whe cannot be trusted 
and who are clearly the aggressor, will still 
have your stockpile of atomic weapons and 
will not hesitate to reap the advantage of using 
them, after we have hamstrung ourselves by 
promising not to.” 


Wisdom 


In the same fashion, the US proposal for an 
atomic pool or for “genuine safeguarded 
international disarmament "—set up the con- 
trols first and then dispose of your H-bombs 
meets with the Soviet reply: “ But this 
simply means that while we are devising and 
trying to set up this complicated machinery, 
you who cannot be trusted and who are 
clearly the aggressor, will keep and increase 
your stockpile while we have no assurance 
that you will ever be satisfied with the control 
system and will not, after you have learned our 
secrets, unloose your atomic bombs.” 


Is there any evidence that there is a way out 
of this impasse other than unilateral disarma- 
ment, by example? To disarm in an armed 
world is not madness in the atomic age. An 
armed world is itself madness and to renounce 
the illusion that it is anything else is the 
beginning of common sense and divine 
wisdom. 


Rain as usual—but they 
marched in Manchester 


From Lionel Cowan 


oh ARCH Against War and All War 

Preparations,” said the poster. And 
about 90 people marched with posters, leaflets 
and Peace News last Saturday through the 
thick of Manchester’s traffic. 


Three fire engines caused complications at 
the junction of Cross Street and Market Street 
and much amusement was caused when, 
approaching the Methodist Hall, the noise of 
trafic was drowned by loudspeakers relaying 
“Onward Christian Soldiers.” 


On arrival at the Deansgate blitzed site, a 
slow drizzle greeted the Chairman (Rev. 
Donald Douglas) opening the meeting for 
Stuart Morris. He took up the cry of a critical 
voice from the pavement, “You ought to be 
ashamed of yourselves,” and put this in its 
right perspective. In the gathering rain Stuart 
Morris dealt with the moral, economic and 
humanitarian aspects of war, keeping 2 size- 
able audience as well as informing the bus and 
cinema queues along Deansgate through the 
powerful loudspeakers. 


Christmas Cards 


1. Children at the Crib 


**Come, Come, Coma to tha Manger .. .” 


8. Camel Scene 
" The star-led wizarda haste with edours sweet .. . 


Single card Priee 2)d. Large double card Price 4)d. 
2. Handlettered—St. Francis’ Prayer 9. Three Shepherds 
“Lord make me an instrument of Thy peace .. .” “* Dawn is not distant nor is the night sterless . . .” 
Double card Price id. Large double card Price 44d. 
3. The Holy Family 10. Mary and the Child 
cg Thanks be to God for Hia unspeakable gift ® “* Welcome all wonder in ene sight . . .”* 
Double card Price 3d. 7 he es card Price Sd. 
4. The Nativi oe hese sebteo: inacn 
Q be awa home was there found no room. . .”” Larsedoub O Come fet us adere Him "* 
ge double card Price 5d. 
Leet Price 4d. 19 Country Scene—on Art Board : 
7. Winter Scene “ Deep peace from the Sen of Peace te yeu. . :“* 
Double card—Christmas Greetings only Price 4d. Large doubie card Price éd. 
Sample sets of TEN Cards - 3s. 6d. 35 
(All cards supplied with envelopes . Cards Nos. 5 and 6 not included in sample sets) 
5. International Card—as No. 4, 6. Welsh Card—design as No. 4, 
but with greetings in five languages Price 4d. words and greeting in Welsh only Price 4d. 
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PEACE NEWS 


October 22, 1954 


SYBIL MORRISON 


“Mr. Facing-both-ways”” 


All evidence seems to indicate that the Russian Government do not want war, 
and they will be careful not to get into a situation which would drag them into war. 
The other aspect of their policy is to disarm us both physically and psychologically. 
I think that if they succeeded in doing that the danger of war would be greater than 


it is today. 


—Lord Coleraine, Leader of British Parliamentary Delegation to Russia, 


October 17, 1954. 


As a result of Mr. Eden's European initiative, and of the nine-Pewer Conference 
there are good prospects of further success for our policy of peace through strength. 
—The Prime Minister, Message to Conservative Candidate, Shoreditch and 


Finsbury, October 17, 1954. 


ns [LLOGICAL ” is an adjective usually 

applied to women! It is constantly 
argued that women are unable to reason 
from cause to effect with, of course, the 
few exceptions that are required to 
“ prove the rule”! 

Yet, reading the reports in the Press of the 
statements which issue from the lips of male 
legislators and statesmen day by day, it seems 
perfectly obvious that to be illogical is by no 
means confined to the peculiar workings of the 
female brain. 

Lord Coleraine has been leader of a group 
of 16 Members of Parliament, who have been 
touring in Russia for two wecks. A prodigious 
length of time in which to become acquainted 
with the mind of the Russian Government in 
regard to war! 

However, the fact remains that, speaking for 
the delegation, Lord Coleraine indicates that 
they are convinced that there is evidence, not 
only that the Russian Government does not 
want war, but that it intends not to be dragged 
into one. 

This would seem to assume that some 
nation, somewhere, is guilty of desiring to 
drag the USSR into a war. Yet all the propa- 
ganda poured out by these same British poli- 
tidlans and statesmen is, that no one in the 
West wants war, and that it is Russia and 
Russia alone that constitutes the threat; the 
Soviet Union and the Soviet Union alone 
which is guilty of inflaming, and also arming, 
the East. 

And so, yet another alleged womanly pre- 
rogative becomes part of the male character— 
a determination to have it both ways! And 
indeed, Lord Coleraine’s remarks go even 
further in the “ both-ways” direction than is 
usual in even the most illogical of the “ female 
of the species.” 

* 


The Russian Government do not want war, 
he contends, and do not intend to create a 
situation in which they could be involved in 
war; as a means to this end they design to 
disarm us both physically and psychologically, 
which, ‘it is to be assumed, means that by 
specious propaganda designed to lull to sleep 
any suspicions, Britain will be induced to dis- 
arm in spite of Mr. Eden, Sir Winston Chur- 
chill, Mr. Attlee and all! 

This being accomplished, and despite the fact 
that Russia has proceeded entirely because of 
a grim determination not to be dragged into 
war, Lord Coleraine goes on to assert that the 
result will be a far greater danger of war. 

Why? Who then is going to launch this 
war? Russia, if the deductions of the British 
Parliamentary Delegation are correct, is not 
going to; Britain having been induced to lay 
down her arms in naive trust will not be able 


Cyprus: Archbishop appealing to 


UN for self-determination 


ARCHBISHOP Makarios, of Cyprus, now in 

** London prior to going to New York to 
attend the United Nations, has given his views 
on the future of Cyprus to The Times. 

The basis of the Greek appeal to the United 
Nations to have the Cyprus question discussed, 
was the principle of self-determination, he 
said. Once granted that, the Cypriot people 
would be able to decide for themselves 
whether to unite with Greece or remain inde- 
pendent. 

The Archbishop told the correspondent that 
he made a distinction between the views of 
the British Government and public opinion in 
Britain. He referred to the criticism in the 
British press of the Cyprus Government's 
raoagee to enforce the “ so-called anti-sedition 
aws.” 

Asked about Communist activity on Cyprus 
Archbishop Makarios replied that they “ sup- 
ges Enosis (union with Greece) because they 

now the Cypriot desire for it and that the 
party would lose support if they did not show 
themselves in its favour. At one time they 
had expressed themselves in favour of Cypriot 
independence and had lost members as a 
result.” 

The Archbishop is urging that a plebiscite 
be taken to obtain the views of the people of 
Cyprus as to their country’s future. 


‘6 WE MUST READ THIS” 
By HUGH BROCK 
was standing in Trafalgar Square last 

Friday holding a Peace News poster which 
said “ Read the pacifist point of view.” 

Three students passing by stopped dead as 
they saw it. ‘““We must read this,” said one 
of them as she opened her purse to buy what I 
gathered was her first copy of the paper. 

Other sellers in the West End have similar 
and equally encouraging experiences. Sales 
are at the rate of about 3 or 4 copies an hour. 
Equally important is the fact that thousands 
see the Peace News posters with their varied 
messages and that now and then some one 
stops for a talk, as did a former MP last 
Friday who wanted to discuss the pacifist issue 
with another Peace News seller. 


Help wanted in Reading 
Michael Strand of 30 Morgan Road, Read- 
ing asks for helpers to sell in the streets and 


at public meetings there. Will anyone willing 
to do so please write to him. 


to, and yet, there is going to be the war that 
Russia's policy is specially designed to prevent. 

And this farrago of nonsense, this complete 
non-sequitur, issues from the mouth of the 
man who speaks for representative Members 
of Britain’s Parliament. At the same time 
Britain's Prime Minister, still “ going strong” 
in spite of all prophecies to the contrary, sends 
stirring words to a possible new Conservative 
legislator, forthrightly declaring that far from 
being disarmed, either physically or psycho- 
logically, Mr, Eden by committing this country 
to a standing army in Europe for generations 
to come, has secured a resounding victory for 
the policy of ‘* peace through strength.” 

There seems little likelihood of the 
“nefarious” Russian plan for psychologically 
disarming us to succeed, whereas if it is in fact 
true that they are unwilling to go to war, or 
to assist in creating a situation in which they 
might be involved in war (and that is surely 
something to which any sane person could 
give credence) then it is obvious that there is 
here, a basis for a reasonable and open 
approach towards negotiation. 

This can scarcely be done by paying lip- 
service to peace and goodwill while in 
Moscow, and returning to accuse and 
denounce ; our own motives must be shown to 
be above suspicion. By this means the mutual 
trust on which any successful negotiations 
must depend will be established ; in this direc- 
tion, and this direction only lies the real way 
to peace. 


PORTENTS 


@ Frem page twe 
if any authoritative American critic would 
rank any living American above him. Faulk- 
ner’s new book is entitled A Fapte. Faulkner 
is notoriously difficult to read: before my 
eyes as I write is a sentence of over 600 
words, covering nearly two pages! There are 
long sections I do not understand after a first 
reading—maybe never will, also. But Faulk- 
ners’ main point is clear. 

_The book has to do with a supposed non- 
violent gesture of a battalion of French 
soldiers during World War I, the result of 
mysterious activity among them of 13 French 
soldiers representing a modern version of 
Jesus and the Twelve. When one day the 
French battalion simply refuses to go over 
the top, the German battalion facing it also 
refuses. Then the brass on both sides have 
to get together to put a stop to this behaviour 
which threatens to end war itself. 

“Even ruthless and all-powerful and un- 
challengeable Authority would be impotent,” 
Faulkner declares, “before the massed unre- 
sisting undemanding passivity "—I employ his 
un-punctuation—of soldiers recognising that 
they could quit soldiering if they would. 

And to Christian teachers who justify war, 
Faulkner has one of his characters say about 
such non-violence that it is “all you have to 
do, all you need to do, all He ever asked and 
died for eighteen hundred and eight-five years 
ago.” If—as indeed seems to be the case— 
Faulkner has joined the ranks of such leading 
literary figures as Aldous Huxley, Christopher 
Isherwood, Christopher Fry and others in 
embracing pacifism, it is a portent of very 
great significance. 


SUNDAY 


OCT 
31 


10 a.m. — 5.30 p.m. 


BRITISH CONGRESS 
FOR WORLD SECURITY 


To express the will of the people 
for the peaceful alternative to Ger- 
man and world rearmament; for 
co-operation between all states in- 
stead of division by military blocs; 
and to discuss what can be done 
throughout the country to strength- 
en British leadership for world 
peace and security. 

All are invited to attend whether as 
representatives of groups or organ- 
isations, or as individuals, 

St. Pancras Town Hall, London. 
Apply for admission cards (enclose 
5s. fees all sessions) to the British 
Peace Committee. 


81 City Road, London, E.C.1. 
(CLE 0383) 
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